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Happy December Birthday to:
~ Dave Conley – Lot 756

If you have a birthday or announcement that you
would like to share with us please contact Dawn at
the White Birch Lakes office.

SUPER BOWL/CHILI COOK‐OFF & POTLUCK
BOARD MEETING DATES FOR 2010
January 9
11:00 am
February 20
11:00 am
March 13
11:00 am
April 10
10:00 am
May 8
10:00 am
June 12
10:00 am
July 17
10:00 am
(Annual Meeting & Election at the Pavilion)
August 14
10:00 am
September 11
10:00 am
October 9
10:00 am
November 13
10:00 am
December 11
10:00 am
All meetings are held at the clubhouse unless
otherwise specified.

Sunday – February 7th at the clubhouse
4:30 to ????
Here’s your chance to show off your favorite chili
recipe and enjoy the super bowl while you potluck
with friends.
All chili entries need to be at the clubhouse no later
than 5:00 p.m. sharp on Sunday, February 7th. Any
late entries will be added to the potluck.
Sign up at the clubhouse to enter the cook‐off.
There will also be a super bowl square fund raiser.
Everyone is welcome even if you don’t enter your
chili. Please bring a dish to pass.

Pool Staff:

OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

•
•

POOL HOURS
8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 4 pm
8 am ‐ 4 pm
Closed
8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 12 noon
Closed

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Sally Keillor
Georgia Romaine

9 am – 3:30 pm
9 am – 3:30 pm
Closed
Closed
12 noon – 8:30 pm
12 noon – 8:30 pm
10 am – 2 pm

CLUBHOUSE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 4 pm
8 am ‐ 4 pm
Closed
8 am – 9 pm
8 am – 9 pm
10 am – 2 pm

WORD SEARCH
BELLS
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2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

•
•
•
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TO CELEBRATE WBLRA 40TH ANNIVERSARY

Feb. 7th‐Super Bowl/Chili Cook‐off
March 20th‐Soup Potluck Dinner
April 3rd‐Easter Event
May 9th‐Mother's Day Breakfast
May 29th‐Spring Garage Sale/Bake Sale
June 19th‐Family Scavenger Hunt
June 20th‐Father's Day breakfast
July 3rd‐4th of July Picnic
July 17th‐Annual Meeting and Election
August 7th‐2nd Annual Guitar Hero Competition
Sept. 4th‐Labor Day Picnic/Yippy Skippy Event
Sept. 18th‐Fall Garage Sale/Bake Sale
Oct. 23rd‐Halloween Event/Hayride
Nov. 20th‐Family Game Night/Potluck Dinner
Dec. 18th‐Christmas Party

STAFF AND COMMITTEES
Activities

Deb Gerrish

Communications

Mary Griswold

EPC

Jim Neal
(989) 588‐2853

Finance

Maintenance

Dorothy Nalepa
Dnalepa8990@charter.net
(734) 878‐8990
Doug Lake
Rick Markva
(989) 588‐2853

Security

Bob Pelfrey
(989) 588‐7066

Supervisor

Dawn Holzer
(989) 588‐2853
supervisor@whitebirch.org

Why not rent the Clubhouse or the Pavilion!
Contact Dawn at the Clubhouse for more
information, pricing and reservations.
(989) 588‐2853.
Clubhouse – 1 room $25.00 for 3 hours
Clubhouse – both rooms $40.00 for 3 hours
With kitchen facilities – add $10.00
Pavilion – full day = $25.00
An advance deposit of $25.00 is required on
any reservation.

Dawn Holzer

Just a reminder that the Campground Bathhouse has been shut down for the winter and all power to all
camping sections has been turned off. If you want to camp this winter, please call the office a day prior
to your visit and the section will be turned on. There will be a $10 per day charge for electricity usage
and you can pay that at the clubhouse upon your arrival.
Proxy cards for the gate entrance have arrived and they are $10.00. The price has not had an increase
upon this order.
I looked back on several Birch Barks and I found this helpful note about “Gate Code Instructions” that
you might helpful. If you enter a code and the gate does not open, Press the # key before entering the
code number again. Pressing the # key clears the system and allows you to start over. Doug has
verified that this information is correct.
Thanks to all the donors that came to help make the Blood Drive on Saturday, Dec. 5th such a success.
The activity committee provided lunch for all the volunteers and donors.
Now that winter is upon us, I verified with the Association’s Insurance Company, about pulling vehicles
out of ditches with the company truck when the roads are slippery. According to our agent, we DO NOT
offer this service because of liability. In the Birch Bark, and at the bulletin board at the gate, there are
several alternatives to wrecker services. You may want to keep that information handy and remember
to slow down in worsening weather conditions.
Doug has provided 4 barrels of a salt/sand mixture at the gate entrance. This is to be used if there is a
problem with ice or snow at the entrance/exit prior to it being taken care of by Doug. This is for GATE
USE ONLY and members can help keep the entrance/exit safe and cleared by applying, when needed.
You don’t have to wait for Doug to apply it, it is for all of us to use at the gate, when an application is
needed. Also, these barrels have been used in the past as garbage bins. Please do not put garbage in
them.
Just a reminder: the clubhouse will be closed on December 24th & 25th as well as December 31st and
January 1st.
Happy Holidays from Elaine, Dawn, Doug, Georgia and Sally

CHERRY CREAMCHEESE PIE
Contributed By: Mary Copell
It is a family favorite and a hit at any bring a dish party you go to. Never any leftovers to bring home.

INGREDIENTS
1 8oz cream cheese (room temp)
1 1/2 cup powder sugar
1 small tube of cool whip
Craham cracker crust for bottom of pan
¼ cup Melted butter

INSTRUCTIONS
Cream these together‐powered sugar, frozen cool whip
Mix ‐ just don't overdo as we don't want the cool whip to completely melt.
You can use a store bought Graham cracker crust or line the bottom with your own mix
Crumbled grahams ‐ add 1/4 cup melted butter and pat out sprinkle with a little sugar –
bake about 10 min in 350 oven
Put your favorite fruit mixture in shell saving some of the juice to use for pretty drizzle on the top.
Now carefully spread the cream cheese mixture over the fruit and drizzle with the remaining juice and
a fruit or 2.

CINNAMON SPICE CAKE
Contributed By: Sabrina

INGREDIENTS
6 eggs
½ cup cinnamon liquor (liquor bakes out but flavor stays)
1 package instant vanilla pudding
1 cup sour cream
1 teaspoon cinnamon
Classic white cake mix
1 cup milk or coffee creamer

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 355 F for 25 minutes
Mix well and serve with vanilla frosting or cream cheese frosting.
Wait 15‐20 minutes before frosting

BABY’S FIRST CHRISTMAS
~ By Alice E. Chase
You have to hold him up to see
The angel on the Christmas tree.
And even though he's still too small
To know the meaning of it all
You watch his eyes reflect the glow
Of colored lights that come and go
And feel him quiver with delight
At every new and wondrous sight.
There's Santa with his jolly face
Beaming from the fireplace.
And from the stocking hanging there
Peeks a cuddly teddy bear.
Bright ornaments and candy canes ‐‐
Musical toy and wooden trains ‐‐
There's just no end to the delights
Spread out for him this night of nights!
He points and grins from ear to ear
And then he yawns ‐ his bedtime's near!
Dad gives him a kiss and you tuck him away
To rest up for the fun of his first Christmas Day!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Sfbryant1@yahoo.com

Steve Bryant

1st Vice President
floorpup@yahoo.com

Marty Perkins

2nd Vice President
sbridges@toast2.net

Sharon Bridges

Director
Lucymcn79@hotmail.com

Linda McNeil

Director
Kd460@sbcglobal.net

Kevin Dombrowski

Director
Dnalepa8990@charter.net

Dorothy Nalepa
(734) 878‐8990

Director
cofbriggs@yahoo.com

Robert Briggs

Secretary/Treasurer
ecoffice@whitebirch.org

Elaine Carrasco

Rudolph: The Red Nosed Reindeer
A Russian couple were strolling down the street in Moscow, when the
husband felt a drop hit his nose. 'I think it's starting to
rain,' he said to his wife. 'I don't think so, it felt more like
snow to me,' she replied.
'No, I'm sure it was just rain, he said.' Well, as these things
go,
they were about to have a major argument about whether it was raining or snowing.
Just then they saw a minor communist party official walking toward them. 'Let's not
fight about it,' the man said, 'let's ask Comrade Rudolph whether it's officially raining or snowing.'
As the official approached, the husband stopped him and asked, 'Tell us, Comrade Rudolph, is it
officially raining or snowing?' 'It's raining, of course,' he answered and walked on. But the woman
insisted: 'I know that felt like snow!' To which the man quietly replied: 'Rudolph the Red knows rain,
dear!'

Proposed Board Meeting Minutes ‐ Unapproved –December 2009
White Birch Lakes Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2009 ‐ Proposed
I.

Call to Order: President Bryant called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. other Board
Members present, Director Perkins, Director McNeil, Director Nalepa, Director
Dombrowski, Director Briggs, absent due to illness, Director Bridges, also present Elaine Carrasco,
Secretary.
a. Invocation: Director McNeil led the membership in prayer.
b. Pledge of Allegiance led by President Steve Bryant.

II.

Additions to the Agenda: Director Perkins adds under new business Lots #131 and #137 and the gate.
Director McNeil adds under new business, Board Salary and Office Supplies. Director Briggs adds under
old business, boats on common grounds and under new business, collection companies. Director
Dombrowski adds under old business, White Birch owned “White Truck.”

III.

Approval of the Minutes: Director Perkins moves to approve the November Minutes, support by Director
Dombrowski, all in favor, motion carried.

IV.

Income Statement‐Treasurer’s Report: Elaine Carrasco reports total income for November at $13,612.98,
expenses totaled $18,244.46. Total of both restricted and unrestricted funds was $187,655.37. Director
Perkins moves to accept the Treasurer’s Report, 2nd by Director Nalepa, all in favor, carried.
(payables approval) Director Perkins moves to approve the December payables, 2nd by Director McNeil,
motion carried.

V.

President’s Report: Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. In November we had our third quarter
financial review and I am pleased to announce that we are right on schedule, right at 73% of our proposed
expenditures for this fiscal year. We are also approximately half way to our goal in accumulative reserves,
as recommended by our auditors. We are well ahead of where we were two years ago, thanks to the board
action that has taken place over the past two years.

VI.

Supervisor’s Report: Dawn explains the barrels at the entrance are for salting the entrance not for
garbage and that we have received proxy cards for the gate for membership to purchase.

VII.

Committee Reports: Director Perkins reports for EPC. We had apps for 2 tree removals, letters sent to lot
#137 to have their trailer removed from property and a second certified letter was sent to Lot #131 for
removal of their trailer, also.
Campground Committee: Fred Witchell requests video taping signs be posted in the campground.
Requests that the pavilion picnic tables be refinished and requests new fire rings and a few new picnic
tables, and a volleyball. We will be improving campsites in the spring and the first Campground
Committee will meet at the clubhouse April 10, 2010 at 9 a.m. Activities Committee: Deb Gerish reports
on the blood drive, we served lunch, and we may have another blood drive in the summer. The tree was
decorated, donated decorations are appreciated and we have a mitten, scarf and hat tree. Thank you
Betty Metz for the numerous handmade donations for the tree, they are beautiful! Water aerobics are
still on Monday and Tuesday at 10 a.m. come join us. Superbowl potluck and Chili Cookoff planned for
Sunday February 7th; sign up sheet for cookoff and football squares. Deb presents a gift to the board
paid for by fund raising activities of this committee. (Three new flags) We could use new activity
members. Christmas party at 3:30 on December 19th, potluck at 5 p.m. Ham, rolls and beverages will be
provided by WBLRA. Dorothy Nalepa won the beautiful handmade quilt rack crafted by Herbert Breen
and the lap quilt handmade by Georgia Romine.
Financial Committee: Director Nalepa reports they reviewed the third quarter budget, reviewed the wish
list by Dawn and Doug. The plan is to report to the board, with recommendations by the January

meeting for the 2010‐11 budgets. By‐Laws Committee: Chuck Lutz reports they will be submitting the
first 6 pages of recommended changes to the board soon. Security: President Bryant reports on the
neighborhood watch, we will be putting up signs. Members are encouraged to report anything
suspicious. He asks for a volunteer to chair the neighborhood watch committee.
VIII.

Comments From the Floor: Available at the clubhouse. Director McNeil moves to strike “Mistakes were
made in the use of this account by the Board President at the time” a 2nd by Director Nalepa, roll call
results: Director Nalepa, aye, Director McNeil, aye, Director Dombrowski, nay, Director Perkins, nay,
Director Briggs, nay, motion fails.
Director Perkins moves to amend that sentence to read the year of 1998, second by Director
Dombrowski. Director Perkins rescinds motion. Director Dombrowski moves to strike Board President
from the sentence, support by Director Nalepa, and results of the roll call: Director Nalepa, aye, Director
McNeil, aye, Director Dombrowski, aye, Director Perkins, nay, Director Bryant, nay and Director Briggs,
nay, motion fails.

IX.

Old Business: Director Briggs moves that all boats on the ground, or unpaid in storage racks be removed
by 5/1/2010. After that date they will be considered abandoned. We will take boats to storage, to be
disposed of on 6/1/2010. any boats claimed after 5/1/2010 to be charged $25. After 5/1/2010 we will build a
storage rack at Holiday Lake. No more boats are to be left on the ground including boats at Angel Beach.
All boats in racks need to belong to members in good standing and current sticker on boat and boat rack
storage fees paid. We cannot do extra snow removal for boat removal, support by Director Perkins, all in
favor, carried. White Truck: Director Perkins moves to allocate up to $1,500.00 to repair white truck, 2nd
by Director McNeil, all in favor, carried. Realtor bids: Director Perkins moves to instruct the supervisor to
send written invitations to all area realtors, time sensitive and sealed, not faxed, process to be
completed the Friday before the next meeting (January 8th), second by Director Dombrowski, all in favor,
carried. Director Dombrowski moves to continue on a monthly basis with White Birch Realty until bids
are returned and reviewed, support by Director Nalepa, all in favor, carried.

X.

New Business: Director Perkins moves to change meeting to 3rd weekend in February, second by Director
Nalepa, all in favor, carried. Director Perkins moves to change Board Meeting times for January, February
and March to 11 a.m., 2nd by Director McNeil, all in favor, carried.
Legal matters: Director Nalepa moves to go into closed session about legal matters after conducting
business, 2nd by Director Dombrowski, all in favor, carried. Director Perkins moves to fine Lot #131 a fee
of $375, if this camper has not been moved by December 22, 2009, per established procedure, 2nd by
Director Nalepa. A nay by Director Briggs, all else ayes, motion carried. Director Perkins moves to remove
pop‐up camper from Lot #137, withdrawn. Director Perkins moves to keep gates open when roads and
weather conditions dictate, 2nd by Director McNeil, Director Briggs, nay, all other ayes, motion carried.
Office Supplies: Director McNeil moves to implement a recycling ink cartridge program for White Birch
Lakes, support by Director Nalepa, all in favor, carried. Collection Company: Director Briggs moves to get
bids on collection companies in the state of Michigan for back assessments, support by Director
Dombrowski, all in favor, carried.
Executive Session: Director Nalepa moves that all board members be informed of all Legal Matters,
second by Director Dombrowski, all in favor, carried.

XI.
XII.

Comments from the Floor: Available at the clubhouse.
Adjournment: Director Perkins moves to adjourn, second by Director
Dombrowski, all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 1:18 P.M.
Submitted by,
Elaine Carrasco‐Secretary

The Birch Bark
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
4730 Lake Road
Farwell MI 48622

Dave’s Lake 13

Party Store Incorporated

Beer – Wine – Liquor – Sunday Sales –
Sporting Goods – Groceries
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
587 W. Surrey Road
Farwell MI 48622

Please don’t drink
and drive.

Express Snowplowing
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured – Established 2008

Richard T. Noble
989‐424‐1161
Harrison, MI 48625

White Birch Lakes Recreational Association does not
endorse and is not responsible for products and/or
services advertised in this newsletter.

Dave Conley
(989) 588-6744

Parking lots, Driveways, Sidewalks,
Roof Raking and Salting
Call for your FREE quote.

SNOW REMOVAL
•

Residential &
Commercial

•
•
•

FREE estimates
Fully insured
8 years experience
989‐339‐0003

We will meet or beat all
competitors’ bids.
We also offer senior
discounts.

