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Farwell MI 48622
Office: (989) 588-2853
Fax:
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November 2009

www.whitebirch.org

BIRTHDAY WISHES
~ Harry Thompson – Lot 752
~ Bill Coombe – Lot 232
~ "Juice" Julius Calandro ‐ Lot 1003
~ Shirley Brandt ‐ Lot 685
~ Elaine Carrasco – Lot 658
If you have a birthday or announcement that you
would like to share with us please contact Dawn at
the White Birch Lakes office.

COMMUNITY MEETING
•

December 4 ‐EPC meeting
Clubhouse @7:00 p.m.

•

December 5 – Finance/Budget Meeting
Pere Marquette District Library
10:00 a.m. All are welcome.

•

December 11 – Board Workshop
Clubhouse @ 7:00 p.m.

•

December 12 ‐ Board of Directors Meeting
Clubhouse @ 10:00 a.m.
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COMMUNITY CORNER
FOOD DRIVE
White Birch Lakes Recreational
Association is collecting donations
of non‐perishable foods. This year,
the Association is again collecting
for the Lake George Community
Church for their Christmas baskets
and their food pantry and their food
collections are given to Lincoln
Township residents. Also we are
collecting for the Clare food Pantry
(locating in the old USB lumbar
company location.)
Thank you to all who contributed
last year and 6 full foxes were
delivered to the church. Let’s all
pull together again this year to
make this a bright holiday season
for those less fortunate. Please
drop off your non‐perishable items
to the clubhouse by December 12th,
so that the food can be delivered
prior to Christmas.

EVERYBODY LIKES TO SAVE
MONEY!
We can send you The Birch Bark
newsletter via your e‐mail and in the

BLOOD DRIVE

process save money. Just e‐mail
homeinfarwell@yahoo.com and tell
us you’d like to receive the
newsletter in your e‐mail. You’ll
receive a COLOR copy and help us
save money and trees.

Saturday, Dec. 5
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Clubhouse

It Takes All Types to Keep
the Beat Going

JUST A REMINDER
The dumpsters at the campground will be removed December 1 to May 1 this year.

The members of White Birch Lakes
Recreational Association would like to express
our sincerest condolences to the family and
friends of Tammy Wilkens, lot 124.
Tammy recently passed away and will be
missed by all who knew and loved her.

CLUBHOUSE HOURS

OFFICE HOURS

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 4 pm
8 am ‐ 4 pm
Closed
8 am – 9 pm
8 am – 9 pm
10 am – 2 pm

8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 4 pm
8 am ‐ 4 pm
Closed
8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 12 noon
Closed

9 am – 3:30 pm
9 am – 3:30 pm
Closed
Closed
12 noon – 8:30 pm
12 noon – 8:30 pm
10 am –2 pm

Pool Staff:
•
•

The drawing will be held on
December 11th.

Sally Keillor
Georgia Romine

THANKSGIVING…
Thanksgiving is turkey and stuffing and more –
It’s potatoes and yams and cranberries galoreIt’s pumpkin pie and eating till you’re full
But don’t forget to be ever gratefulFor the blessings and surprises and love in your lifeFor the kindness and goodness from your husband or wifeFor the health of your children and grandchildren tooFor your pets who love you, just for youSo as this autumn fades awayand winter settles in to stayBe thankful to the heavens aboveFor all you have and for all you love
~mso-2009

Herbert Breen, lot 247 has
donated a handmade oak quilt
rack and Georgia Romine, lot
545 has donated a handmade
lap warmer.
Tickets are available at the
clubhouse for $1.00 each or 6
for $5.00. Money will be used
for future activity events.

POOL HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE
FOR THE RAFFLE

Dawn Holzer

Sure has been a very warm and mild
November and maybe by the time the Birch
Bark is in your home, winter may be near, but
what a wonderful “Surprise Indian Summer.”
I wanted to update you on the progress that
Rick’s family has accomplished since the fire
that destroyed their home was reported in
last month’s newsletter. They wanted me to
let you know how much they appreciated all
the kindness that WBLRA members have
given them. There was so much support
given in ways of money, furniture, house
wares, food, blankets, and things that we
may not think of only when it’s not there.
Their family wanted to say “THANK YOU”. By
the time you read this edition of the Birch
Bark, they will be settling into their new home.
A member commented to me that he
discovered a cut up deer in the dumpster at
the campground. Some of it had been placed
in a bag; however, the rest was just dumped
in. It should have been taken care of properly

before putting in the trash. And it was also
reported that there had been paint cans with
paint set out for a Wednesday pickup and
when the cans were dumped into the back of
the truck, they exploded and paint was
splattered all over the inside . Paint can not
be disposed of that way. There is a hazardous
material drop off center in Harrison, where
these types of items need to be taken. You
can put emptied and dried cans out for pickup,
but not any paint inside.
I have had several members inquire about
wanting to purchase a proxy card for the gate
entrance and I was hoping they would have
come in by the end of last month. I have had
several conversations with the company and
hopefully they will arrive sometime this
month.
That’s all for now and have a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday.

White Birch Lakes Recreational
Association Christmas Party - 2009
•

Saturday, December 19, 2009

•

A Christmas craft is planned.

•

Potluck starts at 5:00 p.m.

•

The Activity Committee will provide a ham,
rolls and beverage.

•

Please bring a dish to pass.

There will be a mitten tree at
the clubhouse again this year.
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Board Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2009
Proposed
I.

II.

II.
III.

V.

VI.

VII.

Call to Order: President Bryant called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Board members present,
President Bryant Director McNeil, Director Bridges, Director Nalepa, Director Perkins, Director Briggs,
Director Dombrowski and Secretary, Elaine Carrasco.
a. Invocation: Director McNeil led the membership in prayer.
b. President Bryant led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Additions to the Agenda: Director Perkins adds to go into closed session before adjournment. Director
Nalepa adds to the agenda: Credit Card Application, old business. Lake Allocation for study fund, old
business. An exception to the payment policy, old business. Storage policy, old business. Finance
committee appointment, new business. Warranty Deeds, new business, pool hours, new business.
Director Bridges adds to old business, dumpsters. Director McNeil adds employee performance reviews,
new business.
Approval of the minutes: Director Perkins moves to accept the minutes with corrections, seconded by
Director Bridges, all in favor, carried.
Income Statement‐Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Elaine Carrasco reports income for the month of
October at $23,515.00, total expenses at $27,822.04 and cash balance on both restricted and
nonrestricted accounts at $193,141.22. Director Perkins moves to accept the income statement, second
by Director Nalepa, carried.
President’s Report: President Bryant reports that we purchased a much needed new loading ramp for
salt and sand, this was accomplished with a phone vote from the Directors. Also accomplished this
month, the installment of a new ceiling in the maintenance building. He thanks Dave Conley for
providing his BobCat. He also thanks Dan Holzer and Harry Thompson for their help. He thanks Deb
Gerrish, Helen Thompson, Linda Conley and Dawn Holzer for providing a delicious lunch for the
volunteers. He reports that although current year’s assessments collections are down 11.36% from last
year, we had anticipated a 10% decrease in our budget, delinquent assessments are up dramatically, we
have collected as of October 31st, $64,563.69, a substantial increase from years past. Also, I wanted to
report that in 2008 and even 2007, at this time of year we were consistently withdrawing $25,000.00 a
month from the Money Gold account, that has ceased. Total income is up $39,565.40 over last year at
this time, due to collection efforts by Director Nalepa and the office personnel. We have some talent
that we are utilizing on this Board, Director Nalepa is certainly one of those individuals, and the other is
Director Briggs, having 30 years experience in road building. All board members have state certified
recommendations as to road size, gravel requirements, etc. We need to crown our roads with the gravel,
pull from the ditches, so as not to waste what we have. Be patient with us while we put the roads back
into shape. It will be rough for a while, but it will get better. Weekend campers must come to the office
and pay for camping in the campground, in the unlikely event that you are plugged in and do not pay, it
will be invoiced to your account. Please make it easier for office personnel and register before camping.
Supervisor’s Report, none given.
Payables Approval: Director Perkins moves to accept the payables, second by Director McNeil, all in
favor, carried.
Committee Reports: Fred reports that storage is going good; a few old campers need yet to be removed.
Playground equipment needs to be put away.
Talks about the dumpsters in the campground.
By‐laws Committee: None given.
Activities Committee: Kathy Lutz reports on the Halloween Event. We need volunteers for input on
future events. Remember the Blood Drive on Dec 5th from 9am to 2pm. You can call for reservations. We
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are talking about a CPR class in the future. Fall decorations at the entrance will be replaced with
Christmas after Thanksgiving. Decorating the clubhouse for Christmas will be done on Dec 11th, 12 noon.
We are looking into replacing the Nativity Scene. December 19th between 3:30 and 4:30 for our Christmas
event, Santa will be here at the clubhouse and pot luck will follow at 5 pm, ham and rolls will be provided
by the activities committee. Food drive, please contribute. Raffle tickets are still on sale for the
handmade quilt rack and lapwarmer. Water aerobics on Monday and Tuesday between 10 and 11 a.m. We
will have a hat and mitten tree in the clubhouse for the Farwell Schools.

VIII.
IX.

X.

EPC: Mary Perkins reports 3 tree removal requests, 2 contiguous lot requests, 1 shed and 1 attached
garage request. The committee met last Friday, we are investigating past board decisions. We will
develop a fine schedule after we complete our findings. Director Dombrowski asks about blight
complaints. All camping permits for members camping on their lots will expire tomorrow.
Comments on Agenda Items: Comments available at the clubhouse.
Old business:
1. Shuffleboard: Director Perkins moves to rescind his previous motion to purchase shuffleboard for
the clubhouse, second by Linda McNeil, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Boats (common properties): Director Nalepa moves to have the boats in storage identified with
labels and to drop the $10.00 charge, second by Director Perkins. Director Perkins moves to table the
boat issue until the investigation is completed, 2nd by Director McNeil. Vote results Director Nalepa,
aye; Director Bridges nay; Director McNeil, nay; Director Perkins, aye; Director Bryant, aye, Director
Briggs, aye, Director Dombrowski, abstain. Motion carried.
3. Electrical Escrow: Director Dombrowski moves that the parties involved in the escrow issue be
allowed to speak or respond, if present at this meeting, second by Director Perkins, all in favor,
carried. The investigation report uncovered that there were no monies “missing” from the electrical
escrow account. Mistakes were made in the use of this account by the Board President at the time.
All report documents are available in the office at the clubhouse for membership viewing. Director
Perkins moves to accept the electrical escrow account report, except for the last paragraph, stating
his own opinion and to have the results published on the web and in the Birch Bark
(minutes),amended to strike Gail Whites name from the documents and replace with Board, 2nd by
Director Nalepa. Roll call results in; Director Nalepa aye, Director McNeil, aye, Director Bridges aye,
Director Perkins aye, Director Bryant nay, Director Briggs nay, Director Dombrowski, abstain. Carried
4. Credit Card: Director Nalepa moves to rescind her previous motion to apply for a credit card, second
by Director Bridges. All in favor, carried.
5. Lake Allocation Study Fund: Director Nalepa motions to rescind her previous motion to allocate $250
for lake study, second by Director Perkins carried, all in favor.
6. Director Dombrowski moves to accept the camper policy, as is, second by Director Perkins, all in
favor, carried.
7. Director Nalepa motion to accept one member’s payment plan as an exception to the current
payment policy, second by Director McNeil, all in favor, carried.
8. Director Bridges moves to place a dumpster at the clubhouse for members visiting on the weekends
who cannot put their garbage at the road when they leave, second by Director McNeil, amended to
lease, for $32 annually another plastic trash container for trash disposal, at the clubhouse, available
to the members on Sundays from 10 am to 2 pm. Result of vote: Director Nalepa, aye; Director
McNeil, aye; Director Bridges, aye; Director Perkins, aye; Director Bryant, nay, Director Briggs,
abstain, Director Dombrowski, abstain, carried.
New Business:
1. Director McNeil moves to accept the Lot Prices (White Birch Lake owned) submitted by our realtor
White Birch Realty, second by Director Briggs, all in favor, carried.
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X.

XI.

2. Director Perkins moves to extend White Birch Realty’s contract, second by Director Briggs, ruled
improper motion.
3. Director Perkins moves to extend the maintenance position through the winter, second by Director
Bridges, results in; Director McNeil, nay; Director Nalepa, nay; Director Bryant, nay; Director Director
Briggs, aye; Director Dombrowski, nay; Director Bridges, aye; Director Perkins, aye; motion failed.
4. WBRLA Identification Stickers; Director Perkins moves to table this issue until the workshop session,
second by Director Dombrowski, all in favor, carried.
5. Director Nalepa moves to accept warranty deeds in lieu of quit claimdeeds on reclaimed properties,
second by Director Perkins, all in favor, carried.
6. 5. Jane Bell deed #959; Director Briggs moves to contact Bell’s lawyer and request a warranty deed,
second by Director Bridges, all in favor, carried.
7. Financial Committee Appointments: Director Nalepa moves to appoint the
8. finance committee from the members that were signed up, second by Director McNeil. All in favor,
carried. President Bryant appoints Director Nalepa as liaison for the financial committee.
9. Pools Hours: Director Nalepa moves to close the pool for the months of January and February 2010,
second by Director McNeil, all nays, except Director Nalepa, aye, motion failed.
10. Director McNeil moves to put the pool hours on the workshop agenda, second by Director Briggs, no
vote done.
11. Director McNeil moves to begin the practice of employee reviews on all employees, second by
Director Briggs, all in favor, carried.
Closed Session: Legal issues.
1. Director Briggs moves to ratify results of the closed session, second by Director McNeil, all in favor,
carried.
Adjournment:
1. Director Perkins moves to adjourn, second by Director McNeil, all in favor, meeting adjourned at 2:50
p.m.
Submitted by,
Elaine Carrasco
JUST A THOUGHT….
Have you said your prayer of thanks today for the good things in your life?
Have you smiled and said a word of encouragement to your husband or your wife?
Have you lent a hand to someone in need or smiled at someone unknown?
Have you spent a moment being thankful for your family and your home?
For life is short and time is gone as quickly as it came
So spend some time reflecting on all that you have gained
And be thankful for your blessings and count them everyday

For as quickly as they came to you, they can all be taken away.

~YG 09

STAFF AND COMMITTEES
Activities
Communications
EPC
Supervisor

Maintenance

Security

Deb Gerrish
Mary Griswold
Jim Neal
(989) 588‐2853
Dawn Holzer
(989) 588‐2853
supervisor@whitebirch.org
Doug Lake
Rick Markva
(989) 588‐2853
Bob Pelfrey
(989) 588‐7066

Planning a

Why not rent the Clubhouse or the Pavilion!
Contact Dawn at the Clubhouse for more
information, pricing and reservations.
(989) 588‐2853.
Clubhouse – 1 room $25.00 for 3 hours
Clubhouse – both rooms $40.00 for 3 hours
With kitchen facilities – add $10.00
Pavilion – full day = $25.00
An advance deposit of $25.00 is required on
any reservation.

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TO CELEBRATE WBLRA 40TH ANNIVERSARY

•

Feb. 7th‐Super Bowl/Chili Cook‐off

•

March 20th‐Soup Potluck Dinner

•

April 3rd‐Easter Event

•

May 9th‐Mother's Day Breakfast

•

May 29th‐Spring Garage Sale/Bake Sale

•

June 19th‐Family Scavenger Hunt

•

June 20th‐Father's Day breakfast

•

July 3rd‐4th of July Picnic

•

July 17th‐Annual Meeting and Election

•

August 7th‐2nd Annual Guitar Hero Competition

•

Sept. 4th‐Labor Day Picnic/Yippy Skippy Event

•

Sept. 18th‐Fall Garage Sale/Bake Sale

•

Oct. 23rd‐Halloween Event/Hayride

•

Nov. 20th‐Family Game Night/Potluck Dinner

•

Dec. 18th‐Christmas Party

Dates are tentative and times will be announced.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Sfbryant1@yahoo.com

Steve Bryant

1st Vice President
floorpup@yahoo.com

Marty Perkins

2nd Vice President
sbridges@toast2.net

Sharon Bridges

Director
Lucymcn79@hotmail.com

Linda McNeil

Director
Kd460@sbcglobal.net

Kevin Dombrowski

Director
Dnalepa8990@charter.net

Dorothy Nalepa
(734) 878‐8990

Director
cofbriggs@yahoo.com

Robert Briggs

Secretary/Treasurer
ecoffice@whitebirch.org

Elaine Carrasco

The Birch Bark
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
4730 Lake Road
Farwell MI 48622

Dave’s Lake 13

Party Store Incorporated

Beer – Wine – Liquor – Sunday Sales –
Sporting Goods – Groceries
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
587 W. Surrey Road
Farwell MI 48622

Dave Conley
(989) 588-6744

Express Snowplowing
Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured – Established 2008

Richard T. Noble
989‐424‐1161
Harrison, MI 48625

White Birch Lakes Recreational Association does not
endorse and is not responsible for products and/or
services advertised in this newsletter.

Parking lots, Driveways, Sidewalks,
Roof Raking and Salting
Call for your FREE quote.

SNOW REMOVAL
•

Residential &
Commercial

•
•
•

FREE estimates
Fully insured
8 years experience
989‐339‐0003

We will meet or beat all
competitors’ bids.
We also offer senior
discounts.

