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Members Volume X

October Birthday Wishes to:
~ Mary Perkins – Lot 1095
~ Glenda Wells – Lot 1254
~ Donna Engelman – Lot 977

Party

If you have a birthday or announcement that you
would like to share with us please contact Dawn at
the White Birch Lakes office.

November 7 ‐ Board of Directors workshop
10:00 a.m. ‐ Clubhouse

Saturday, October 24th
Halloween festivities including a “Halloween
movie”, decorate your own halloween cookie and
hayrides will start at 1:00 p.m. at the clubhouse.
Activities will go from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
The last hayride will leave from the clubhouse at
3:00 p.m.

November 14 ‐ Board of Directors Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Come join in the fun.

Camper Show

Classified Ads

White Birch Lakes will have an informational
booth at the 44th Annual Detroit Camper and RV
show at the Rock Financial Showplace in Novi
Michigan, February 10 – 14, 2010.

Remember that the White Birch website has a
classified ads section where folks have posted
items for sale. Be sure to check it out. The item
you’ve been looking for may be just around the
corner.

If you have photos of our beautiful community
that we could use on a slide show, please send
them electronically to
dnalepa8990@charter.net.

If you would like to post an announcement in “Community
Corner” please e‐mail Kathy Lutz at mlutz33@sbcglobal.net

You can now receive The Birch Bark via your e‐mail.
What are the benefits? You’ll receive it faster and it will be in color.
But the best benefit of all is that we’ll all be saving money and trees.
Haven’t yet signed up? It’s easy.
Just send an e‐mail to homeinfarwell@yahoo.com and we’ll get you added to the list.

December
Blood Drive
If you would like a specific
appointment time, please
call Dawn at the Clubhouse.

Saturday
December 5th
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Club House

It takes all type to keep the beat going!

ABSOLUTELY NO HUNTING IS
ALLOWED IN WHITE BIRCH
LAKES RECREATIONAL
ASSOCIATION.

CLUBHOUSE HOURS

OFFICE HOURS

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 4 pm
8 am ‐ 4 pm
Closed
8 am – 9 pm
8 am – 9 pm
10 am – 2 pm

POOL HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9 am – 3:30 pm
9 am – 3:30 pm
Closed
Closed
12 noon – 8:30 pm
12 noon – 8:30 pm
10 am –2 pm

Pool Staff:
• Sally Keillor
• Georgia Romine

8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 4 pm
8 am ‐ 4 pm
Closed
8 am – 4 pm
8 am – 12 noon
Closed

Now that colder weather
is upon us, why not
enjoy a swim in the pool
along with
a visit to
our sauna.
The pool is
warmed to
86 degrees
and will
help ease
those cold
weather aches and pains.

Camping Lots
Please remember that WBLRA only allows the following items to
remain on a camping lot when you are not camping or when
closing down for the winter months.
1. Picnic tables
2. Wood piles (may be covered with neutral‐tone colored
tarps)
3. Blue tarps may not be used after November 1st
To avoid applicable fines, please have all other items removed by
October 31st.

Septic Tank Cleaning
The State of Michigan imposed higher fees on companies hauling
septic tank waste after the frost laws go into effect. Anyone
considering having their septic systems drained may want to do so
prior to the frost laws taking effect in order to avoid being charged
more for the service.

"October gave a party-

The leaves by hundreds cameThe Chestnuts, Oaks, and
Maples,
And leaves of every name.

The Sunshine spread a carpet And everything was grandMiss Weather led the dancing,
Professor Wind the band."
~ George Cooper

We’re having a raffle!!
Herbert Breen, lot 247 has
donated a handmade oak quilt
rack and Georgia Romine, lot 545
has donated a handmade lap
warmer.
Tickets are available at the
clubhouse for $1.00 each or 6 for
$5.00.
This is for future activity events.
Drawing will be announced at a
later date.
These would make great birthday
or Christmas gifts.

Dawn Holzer

The colors are really beautiful this year and soon to peak, so get out and enjoy Mother Nature’s gift.

A member reported to me that the day after opening bow season, he saw a doe
with an arrow shot through her. She also had a fawn with her. Please be mindful
of our beautiful wildlife and remember that there is NO HUNTING in WBLRA.
Per Security and Office request, now that the camping season is coming to an end on October 31st,
we request that you contact the office when you plan on a visit to the campground. Bob often
travels through the campground for security and finds several members but initially doesn’t know
if they ARE members or someone visiting. Also when you do plug your unit to the electrical for
these visits, there is a charge of $10 per day.

Several members have reported that there are many individuals, whether members, vendors, or
visitors, that piggy back on a vehicle coming into the gate and then pass them right past the gate????
Please be courteous and patient coming into the gate. It costs a lot of money and a lot of time and
labor this spring to get that gate working again and we want it to stay that way.
Doug reports that the outside water faucet at the campground bathhouse on the east side is on
but the west side (front side) has been turned off until spring.
I have placed an order for additional proxy cards and they should arrive by the end of the month.
These cards eliminate having to punch in your 5 digit code to get into the gate. The cost is only
$10.00 and you can stop by the office to purchase as many as you need. It’s just one less number
you have to remember….
That’s all for now, so get out and enjoy the season before the next one is upon us.
Dawn

Steve Bryant
As we all know the colors out here are beautiful, enhancing the year
round beauty of our blessed land. Camping season is coming to an end
and we will miss those who will not be here for the splendor of the
winter. I wish I were going south with those of you who are, the
winters are getting far too long for me.
The pool developed four leaks due to age and vibration. We were able to make these repairs for
around $1000.00. I would expect that we can anticipate more as the years go by because things are
wearing out. This is an example of why we are putting aside $1000.00 a month in our development
fund. This money will be used for development and maintenance and emergencies.
I would like to thank Dorothy, Elaine and Dawn for their collection efforts. They have been very
successful. If you look at the financial report you will see a number of areas where collections are up,
including the campgrounds. The amount is way above our budget of anticipated income.
We do however, have a very serious problem with private property access and access and egress
into WBLRA. This problem creates unwelcome people coming in. We can stop that using stumps and
barricades that are put up by the association. For those of us living in WBLRA we can also do our part.
Please do not go in or out of WBLRA except through the designated gate. Our property including
homes and campers will be more secure.
The number of campers per lot is another issue. WBLRA allows one camper per lot. It’s my
recollection that in the past additional campers were approved over long weekends or when the
campground was full. This allowed people to have additional campers on their lots for no longer then
two weeks if approved by the board. Currently there are camp sites that have three and four campers
on a lot. This has been occurring for a couple of months but will no longer be tolerated. It puts an
additional burden on our roads, our clubhouse and our bathroom facilities. It is a violation of our
camping court order. Please have your guests stay in the campgrounds. Except for holiday weekends,
the campground most usually always has room. We will be addressing this issue and establishing fines
for those that are in violation. This policy will be aggressively enforced.
I also want to pass along that one of our employees, Rick Markva from Maintenance has had the
misfortune of a home fire. His house burnt to the ground. If you would like to make a donation to help
Rick and his family, it would be greatly appreciated. They lost everything in the fire.
The EPC list is going to be put back up asking for volunteers. We need more members on the
committee so if you would like to help we would sure love to have you. Some of our current members
live down state and it’s not always easy to come to all the meetings. If you’re interested in joining, we
would appreciate your help.

A new procedure will be followed from this point forward in all board meetings. The new protocol
will be:
• Any questions or concerns will be directed to the chair
• I will then allow whoever has asked for the floor to have it, undivided.
• Any questions or comments from the floor will be directed to the chair.
• I will answer them if I can.
• If I cannot, I will take them to a board session and get the answers.
• We are not going to have a free for all in our meetings.
• Any board member wishing to speak will direct the chair.
• They are not to address the members.
• All future board meetings will be conducted in an orderly fashion.
• This will help move things along a little faster.
The purpose of the dumpsters in the campground is intended for members camping on their lots.
These dumpsters are provided by the association. The dumpsters should be used only by campers.
Those will permanent structures on their lots pay taxes to have their garbage picked up at the curb.
Unfortunately this procedure is being abused. I came upon an individual who lives in WBLRA. He
was hired to clean out foreclosed homes outside of WBLRA but he brought their garbage from Bay City
to put in our dumpsters.
I have also come upon business people that live in here, using our dumpsters to get rid of debris
from their business. Removing the dumpsters in non‐camping seasons will remove the problem of
unlawful dumping.

Steve Bryant,
President

CAMPGROUND DUMPSTERS
The dumpsters at the campground will be
removed between December 1st and May 1st
of each year. If you are a seasonal member,
you will need to take your garbage home or
ask a friend or neighbor to take care of it for
you. Please do not set it out at the road
prior to Wednesday because “critters” will
pay it a visit. Thank you.

Oh No! WBLRA
has decided to save
$3,100 by removing
the campground
dumpsters for 5
months!!

There goes
our fine
dining!

STAFF AND COMMITTEES
Activities

Deb Gerrish

Communications

Mary Griswold
homeinfarwell@yahoo.com

E.P.C.

Jim Neal
(989) 588‐2853

Supervisor

Dawn Holzer
(989) 588‐2853
supervisor@whitebirch.org

Maintenance

Doug Lake
Rick Markva
(989) 588‐2853

Security

Bob Pelfrey
(989) 588‐7066

Planning a
Why not rent the Clubhouse or the Pavilion!
Contact Dawn at the Clubhouse for more
information, pricing and reservations.
(989) 588‐2853.

Clubhouse – 3 hours = $40.00
Kitchen – 3 hours = $10.00
Pavilion – full day = $25.00
_______________________
An advanced deposit of
$25.00 is required.

Proposed Board Meeting Minutes ‐ Unapproved – October 2009
I.

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by President Bryant at 10:03 a.m.
Board members present were President Steve Bryant, Director Linda McNeil,
Director Kevin Dombrowski, Director Bob Briggs and Director Dorothy Nalepa.
Also present, Secretary/Treasurer Elaine Carrasco and Office Supervisor, Dawn Holzer. Absent due to
illness, Director Perkins, also absent Director Bridges.
A. Invocation led by Director McNeil.
B. Pledge of Allegiance led by President Bryant.
II.

Additions to the Agenda: Director Nalepa adds under “New Business”, Board of Directors Workshop,
Communications to and from Members, Approval of extended payment plans, Appointment of Committee
Liaisons and Novi Camper Show. Under “Old Business” Director Dombrowski adds Meeting Etiquette,
Escrow Account and under “New Business” he adds campground porta-potty. President Bryant adds under
“New Business” campground dumpsters.

III.

Approval of the Minutes: Director Nalepa moves to approve September Meeting Minutes with a minor
correction, second by Director McNeil, all ayes, carried.

IV.

Treasurers Report: Treasurer, Elaine Carrasco reports income for the month of September totaled
$26,694.41, total expenses $26,206.64. Cash by fund unrestricted, $153,932.41, restricted totaling
$45,090.78. Director McNeil moves to accept the Treasurer’s report, support by Director Dombrowski, all
in favor, carried.

V.

President’s Report: A complete report is printed in this issue of the Birch Bark.

VI.

Supervisor’s Report: Dawn report’s that Doug requests not to blow leaves onto the roads.

VII.

Committee Reports: Campground-Fred Witchell reports that the deadline for campers to be removed from
lots is 10/31/2009. Fred reports that the shut down of the water in the campground will depend on the
weather. Power to campground will be shut down December 2, 2009. Fred explains storage procedure and
the allowance of small items stored with your camper. Security report: Bob Pelfrey reports that someone
used 911 improperly. By-laws: Ken Passage reports that the first meeting will be October 20, 2009, 10 a.m.
at the clubhouse. Wasn’t clear on the liaison, who will it be? Activities: Debbie Gerrish reports on the bake
sale, we made $105.50 on bake sale; she really appreciates everyone’s efforts. Halloween party at the
clubhouse Oct. 24 from 1 to 4 pm. Week of Oct. 12 to 17 the water aerobics cancelled. November may be
a pot luck and game evening, watch for that. Food collection in November possible. Blood Drive Dec 5.
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Debbie talks about the quilt rack and lap warmer raffle. She thanks Herbert Breen and
Georgia for their donations of these beautiful crafts. Tickets are available for the raffle on these at the
clubhouse. EPC: Jim Neal reports there were five applications for tree removal, two for contiguous lots and
one for a driveway. EPC approvals are good for one year. Financial Committee: Dorothy Nalepa reports
that the committee has not been established yet.
Director Nalepa moves to accept the payables at this time, 2nd by Director Briggs, motion carried.
VIII.
IX.

Comments from the floor: available at the clubhouse.
Old Business: Election Recommendations from Carol Majewski: Director
McNeil motions to accept the recommendation from Carol Majewski, support
by Director Nalepa. All in favor, motion carried.

Campground Fence: Director Nalepa moves to accept Director Dombrowski’s proposal to include $3,800.00 in next
year’s budget for a campground fence, support from Director Mc Neil. All in favor, carried.
Director Nalepa moves to review Dawn’s data and set the pool hours based on the Nov 07 & Nov 08 data with the
adjustment of Sundays hours to 1 to 5 p.m. Support by Director Dombrowski, modified to follow the pool hours we
had in place for the last two years. Director Nalepa withdraws her motion.
Shuffle Board for Clubhouse: tabled until November’s Meeting.
Holiday Lake Update: Letters will be sent out.
Board Meeting Etiquette: Director Dombrowski moves that any board member who conducts or who acts in
conduct unbecoming be ask to step down, immediately, from that meeting, second by Director McNeil. All in
favor, motion carried.
Escrow Account: Director Dombrowski moves that it be resolved by next month, seconded by Director McNeil.
All ayes, with an abstain by Director Nalepa.
EPC: Director Nalepa moves to table until workshop which is on the agenda. 2nd by Director Mc Neil, tabled
Camper Storage Policy: Director Nalepa moves to table until the workshop, support by Director Mc Neil, carried.
Director Nalepa moves that the supervisor contact the BOD’s to find the first available date where the majority of
the board members are available for a workshop, to include WBL owned lots, the lawsuit, policy and procedures
and advertisement and any other topics they wish to discuss, 2nd by Director Dombrowski, modified to set a date
of November 7, 2009 at 10 a.m. All in favor, carried.
Director Nalepa moves that when Board Members receive communication from membership that the information
is shared with all board members before any individual responds, second by Director Dombrowski. Rescinds
motion.
Director Nalepa moves that when Board Members receive individually addressed communication we ask the
member to direct it to the Board of Directors, falls to the floor.
Director Nalepa moves to write off the uncollectable accounts in the amount of $24,774.08, second by Director Mc
Neil, all in favor, carried.
Director Nalepa moves to accept all agreements (payment plans) and if broken enforce our policy, second by
Director McNeil. All in favor, carried.
Director Nalepa moves those members with balances of $796.00 or greater and have a current lien are updated or
have a new one placed. Second by Director McNeil, amended to state that if a member has a balance of
assessments of two years or greater we place a lien on their property at the county and release paying members
liens promptly. All in favor, carried.
Liaisons appointments taken off the Agenda.
Director Nalepa motions that we purchase a booth at a cost of $900.00 at the Novi Expo Camper Show
the dates of February 10 to February 14, 2010. Support by Director McNeil. Director Dombrowski aye,
Director McNeil aye, Director Nelepa aye, Director Briggs, nay, Director Bryant, nay. Motion carried.
Director Dombrowski moves for a porta potty at the campground throughout the winter with a cost of
no more then $100.00, second by Director Nalepa, motion carried. Director McNeil moves to remove
dumpsters from the campground for the winter, support by Director Nalepa, motion carried.

Comments from the floor: Available at the clubhouse.
Adjournment: Director McNeil moves to adjourn, seconded by Director Nalepa, all in favor, motion carried.
Adjourned at 12:57 p.m.
Elaine Carrasco
Secretary
THE HISTORY OF HALLOWEEN
As European immigrants came to America, they brought
their varied Halloween customs with them. Because of
the rigid Protestant belief systems that characterized
early New England, celebration of Halloween in colonial
times was extremely limited there. It was much more
common in Maryland and the southern colonies.
As the beliefs and customs of different European ethnic
groups, as well as the American Indians, meshed, a
distinctly American version of Halloween began to
emerge. The first celebrations included "play parties,"
public events held to celebrate the harvest, where
neighbors would share stories of the dead, tell each
other's fortunes, dance, and sing. Colonial Halloween
festivities also featured the telling of ghost stories and
mischief-making of all kinds. By the middle of the
nineteenth century, annual autumn festivities were
common, but Halloween was not yet celebrated
everywhere in the country.
In the second half of the nineteenth century, America
was flooded with new immigrants. These new
immigrants, especially the millions of Irish fleeing
Ireland's potato famine of 1846, helped to popularize
the celebration of Halloween nationally. Taking from
Irish and English traditions, Americans began to dress up
in costumes
and go house to house asking for
food
or money, a practice that
eventually became today's
"trick-or-treat" tradition.
Young women believed
that, on Halloween, they
could divine the name or
appearance of their future
husband
by doing tricks with yarn, apple
parings, or mirrors. In the late 1800s, there was a
move in America to mold Halloween into a holiday
more about community and neighborly get-togethers,
than about ghosts, pranks, and witchcraft.

At the turn of the century,
Halloween parties for both
children and adults became the
most common way to celebrate
the day. Parties focused on
games, foods of the season, and
festive costumes. Parents were
encouraged by newspapers and
community leaders to take
anything "frightening" or "grotesque" out of Halloween
celebrations. Because of their efforts, Halloween lost
most of its superstitious and religious overtones by the
beginning of the twentieth century.
By the 1920s and 1930s, Halloween had become a
secular, but community-centered holiday, with parades
and town-wide parties as the featured entertainment.
Despite the best efforts of many schools and
communities, vandalism began to plague Halloween
celebrations in many communities during this time. By
the 1950s, town leaders had successfully limited
vandalism and Halloween had evolved into a holiday
directed mainly at the young. Due to the high numbers
of young children during the fifties baby boom, parties
moved from town civic centers into the classroom or
home, where they could be more easily accommodated.
Between 1920 and 1950, the centuries-old practice of
trick-or-treating was also revived. Trick-or-treating was
a relatively inexpensive way for an entire community to
share the Halloween celebration. In theory, families
could also prevent tricks being played on them by
providing the neighborhood children with small treats.
A new American tradition was born, and it has
continued to grow. Today, Americans spend an
estimated $6.9 billion annually on Halloween, making it
the country's second largest commercial holiday.
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The Birch Bark
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
4730 Lake Road
Farwell MI 48622

Dave’s Lake 13

Party Store Incorporated

Power Washing

Beer – Wine – Liquor – Sunday Sales –
Sporting Goods – Groceries

Concrete‐Siding‐Decks‐Deck
Staining – ORV’s – Campers‐
Buses – Tractors – Trailers –
Store fronts

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
587 W. Surrey Road
Farwell MI 48622

Dave Conley
(989) 588-6744

•
•
•
•

FREE estimates
Fully insured
Residential &
Commercial
8 years experience
989‐339‐0003

203 E. Main St. / Farwell
(989) 588‐9919

We’ll deliver right to the gate!

We will meet or beat all
competitors’ bids. We
also offer senior
discounts.

White Birch Lakes Recreational Association does not endorse and is not responsible for products and/or services advertised in this
newsletter.

