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PRESIDET’S LETTER
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The weather has finally broken and it is good to see
so many of our “snowbirds” returning from warmer
climates. There was a very good turn out for the monthly
board meeting.
With the coming of warmer weather there will be
many more ATV’s on the roads and we all need to pay
extra attention when out driving. The security folks along
with Director Kozlowski have spent many hours putting
together safety rules for our association that will clearly
define the expectations for all who use our amenities.
Those proposed rules are now in the hands of the board
members for their consideration. It would be my hope that
all riders would be respectful of other members’ safety and
their property.
There are many things that can be done over the
summer months to enhance the amenities we have.
Cleaning up parks, trimming along roadways, campground
projects, etc., are a few. The dates and times will be posted
and all efforts will be appreciated.
A quick note about tree pruning during the summer
months: It is not recommended for this time period but if it
is the only time it can be done, please use a good sealant to
cover the exposed areas of the tree. Summer is the time
that trees are most vulnerable to many pests and diseases
that are around. You will not only be protecting your own
trees, but your neighbor’s trees as well.
It sure seems nice to finally be able to sit out on the
porch and say “hi” to the people passing by. That is what a
community is all about, not just the area we live in, but the
people who live there as well.
Looking forward to seeing our camping friends
return as the weather improves.
Al Isaac, President, WBLRA Board of Directors
All Correspondence to the Board of Directors, a
Director,a Committee Chairperson and all responses are
on file at the office

Alert: If you received a new proxy card for the front
entrance gate in the last few months, please call the
office. The software for the gate has undergone
some repair and we want to verify that your card is
activated correctly. Thanks, Gail White, Manager

OMIATIOS FOR ELECTIO
Once again it is time for WBLRA Members to step forward
and stand for election to the Board of Directors. We need
many qualified members as candidates, as there are four
directorships open for election due to the recent resignation
of three board members. You are invited to send your letter
of nomination, including a brief bio and statement of intent,
to the ominating Committee via the Office or e-mail. We
look forward to a diverse field of candidates. Thank you,
Brian Kozlowski, Chairman.

Sign Contest
The Board of Directors is requesting proposals for a
sign marking the entrance to our community. Designs will
be accepted until June 1. Pictures will be posted and
members will be able to vote on their favorite. There is no
cost to the community. You do not have to be a member to
submit a proposed sign. Winner will be announced at the
annual meeting in July. Check out designs so far,
www.whitebirch.org/signs
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NOTICES FROM COMMITTEES:

Activities Committee
The Easter Egg Hunt was a success even with the
abundance of snow and cold. All the children received an
Easter bag filled with toys and candy. Then the hunt began
for 462 filled plastic eggs.
Prizes were awarded to the following:
Ages 1-4: Alison Sleva
Ages 5-8: Aleysha Lester
Mari
Ages 9-12: Krista Faver
The Activities Committee would like to thank all the
children, parents, and grandparents for participating and
made the event lots of fun. Also, thanks goes to Al
Willoughby, Barb Adair, Pat Zakalowski, and Fred
Witchell for their assistance in hiding eggs and guiding
children to the specified “age” areas. Thanks, Pat Graham.

Campground Committee
Welcome back campers! The date for Camping season fast
approaches. Even though the Covenants and Restrictions
quote Memorial Day weekend as the first dates for
camping, campers will be allowed back on their lots
Mother’s Day weekend, beginning May 11, 2007. Be sure
to register with the office and park your units 100 feet from
any road. If there is a fire ring, it needs to be approved.
Camping at the White Birch Lakes campground will be
undergoing some fee revisions. Call the office with any
questions (989) 588-2853. Thank you, Fred Witchell.

REQUEST FOR ABSETEE BALLOT
Available for download at
www.whitebirch.org
Go to “Members Only”, log in with your
password,
Got to “Voting and Surveys”
EPC Committee
Another friendly reminder to remove your trash cans
from the side of the road as soon as possible after
pickup on Wednesdays. As our spring winds blow,
trash cans become wind-blown obstacles on our roads
and a safety hazard. Thank you, Chick Witchell.

Hospitality Committee Invitation
The Hospitality Committee would greatly
appreciate any volunteers willing to bake goods for
baskets. We would like to provide baskets to
families new to our community and to those seriously
ill. Please let the clubhouse know if you are
interested in volunteering or know of someone who
is ill.
Thanks, Pat Graham, Chairperson
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
April 14, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
President Al Isaac called the meeting to order at 9:00am.
Board members present were President Al Isaac, 1st Vice
President Marvin Frayer, 2nd Vice President Greg Hernden,
Director Don Papesh, Director Sharon Bridges, Director Bob
Adair and Director Brian Kozlowski. Also present were
Manager Gail White, Treasurer Priscilla Moore and Secretary
Todd Graham. President Al Isaac opened the meeting with
The Pledge of Allegiance. Director Brian Kozlowski followed
with prayer.
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA
None.
AGENDA APPROVAL
Director Sharon Bridges moved to approve the agenda.
Second by Director Don Papesh. All in favor, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1st Vice President Marvin Frayer moved to approve the
minutes from the March 2007 Board Meeting. Second by 2nd
Vice President Greg Hernden. All in favor, motion carried.
TREASURER'S REPORT
For the month of March 2007 Treasurer Priscilla Moore
reported income of $220,152.88 and expenses of $47,921.54.
Cash on Hand at March 31, 2007 was $240,433.68. Motion
made by 1st Vice President Marvin Frayer to accept the
Treasurers report. Second by Director Bob Adair. All in favor,
motion carried.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
President Al Isaac reported:
Last month I tried to clarify the first responder concern and
made some comments that were not correct. I had stated that
in January the Lincoln Township Board had tentatively
approved one first responder having a radio and being able to
stay in WBLRA. I received an email from the Township clerk
clarifying that since it was a tie vote at 2 to 2 it was just
carried over. The Clerk said that the conversation with Greg
Hernden was during a meeting and not prior to a meeting. The
matter was all handled at the February township meeting. I
have also received a letter from Mike Turner outlining what is
available to WBLRA through the State, which will be
addressed by Gail White in her Manager’s Report. NOTE: At
this point President Al Isaac turns control over to 1st Vice
President Marvin Frayer to make a comment as a member; I
received an email from Mike Turner awhile back explaining
the economics and value of The Boy Scouts. I have at Mike’s
request emailed Representatives Tim Moore and Michelle
McManus concerning this and I urge all members to do the
same in support of The Boy Scouts and similar organizations.
CORRESPONDENCE
None.
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MANAGER'S REPORT AND APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Manager Gail White reported:
The electrician is completing the upgrade at the campground
and work should be completed this next week. Met with
promoters of the Silver Ridge Music Events and made an
agreement to exchange advertising in their publications to
promote White Birch for advertising of the event in our Birch
Bark and Web Site. We are still waiting for the back up power
unit and some software to complete the new gate system. The
company is supposed to be here to complete installation on
Wednesday of next week. Met with Lincoln Township
supervisor, he is working with the road commission to get a no
passing zone in front of White Birch and a right hand turn
lane. The section of Old State that is not paved will be paved
this summer. Also talked about Lincoln Township ordinances
including the blight ordinance being worked on. There has
been a link added to our Web Site to allow members to more
easily access Lincoln Township’s Web Site and all the
ordinances. Lincoln Township is in the process of reviewing
zoning rules and regulations but at current time sheds are not
allowed using the current guidelines. The emergency siren
project was put on hold because of lack of funds. Met with
Sergeant Larsen who is head of emergency for Lincoln
Township and the cost is approximately $20,000.00 plus the
pole installation so it would be closer to $25,000.00 to install
the siren. White Birch would have to pay 65 percent and
grants would cover only 35 percent due to our median
household income being higher than the surrounding area.
Will contact Bertha Lake regarding possibly sharing the cost
of installing a siren. Al Willoughby will be making new road
signs using better reflective paint. When pricing out new metal
signs they were $22.70 each plus poles so it is a lot less
expensive to redo what we have. Did a comparison on heating
cost for Clubhouse and it looks like a good savings on heat
after adding the coal stove. Last year we spent $11,000.00 and
this year $10,600.00 and that’s with the cost of propane going
way up over last years rates. Met with Rustin Ponds and Lakes
regarding our aerator systems and the condition of our lakes.
This summer they will be mapping out our lakes showing
depth, etc. Also talked to them regarding alternate power
sources and they will be getting us information on that as well.
We were ready to order gravel for the road until this last
snowstorm. Created a report showing income vs. expenditures
for the Campground, which is in each board members packet.
Members have been a lot better at paying storage and other
fees.
2nd Vice Greg Hernden moves to pay the list of payables.
Second by Director Bob Adair. All in favor, motion carried.
SECURITY REPORT
Report by Manager Gail White. Things are going smoothly.
We have four different people rotating a schedule. Fred
Witchell will be donating a lot of time to the campground this
year and not as much with security.

Condensed Board Meeting Minutes continued on Page 4
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(Condensed Board Meeting Minutes Continued)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Activities Committee – Report by Pat Graham. Annual garage
sales are scheduled for the weekend before Memorial
Weekend. The committee will be having a craft / bake / plant
sale at the bus stop. The Easter Egg Hunt went great with
over 400 eggs filled for children to collect. Four prizes were
given away based on age groups. Had one child collect 70
eggs! Thank you to Pat Zakalowski and Al Willoughby for all
their help. The cost of the Easter Egg Hunt event was $29.20.
By-Laws Committee – Report by Jerry White. The Board has
been given all the committees recommendations to review.
Thank you to Sal Scozzari for his great job leading this
committee.
Campground Committee – Report by Fred Witchell. A
committee of four members has been created. Committee will
focus on fences and the back storage area. For the campsites
area some sites will be enlarged and picnic tables at sites will
be painted. Playground area will have new structures for the
kids to play on and work will be done on securing the
playground area for safety. The nature trail will be cleaned out
and wood chips placed on the trail. New enter and exit signs
will be placed to mark the trail. The committee recommends
raising non-resident camping fee to $20.00 per night and
resident to $15.00 per night and increase monthly rate to
$225.00 to help offset power costs.
Communications Committee – Report from Jan Isaac read by
Todd Graham. The March Birch Bark was in the hands of the
directors on March 21 and mailed March 23. A thank you to
Joe and Georgia Romine, Pat Zakalowski, Pat Graham, Mary
Alice Harrington, Gail White and Barb Adair for folding,
taping, labeling and stamping the Birch Bark. We published an
8-page newsletter, which included a request for absentee
ballot. We mailed less Birch Barks due to more people signing
up to not get delivery. There were 6 ads; costs of the March
Birch Bark were approximately $420.00. There are extra
copies of the March newsletter in the rack by the pool
attendants’ office. Special note: The Mountain Country / Rock
ad on page 7 was “quid pro quo”. We feature their ad for four
months and we get space in their booklet sold at their two
events this summer. If you have any announcements or ads for
the Birch Bark please get them to me by Wednesday, April 18.
Thank you. Jan Isaac.
Web Site Report by Todd Graham. New camping page is
online. There have been several games and educational
resources added under the Members Only area of the site. All
the updates approved by the Board at last months meeting
have been completed. The mass email option now works and
members have been responding very positively to receiving
emails in this manner. Will be working on linking all member
accounts applied for that were not linked to a member in the
online database, should be complete by next Board meeting.
Hope to have the ORV / ATV information page up next
month.
Conservation Committee – Report by Tom Dorcey. Brought
the bluebird houses today for members to pick up with
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installation information. Members are also welcome to stop by
his home to pick them up.
Election Committee – No report given.
Entrance Committee – Report by Greg Hernden. The
committee is looking for more members to help with
decorating and updating the entrance area. If interested please
contact the office.
Environmental Protection Committee – Report by Chick
Witchell. One tree removal request, one complaint regarding
stumps left on property. Thanks to Dennis and the rest of the
committee for taking care of everything while she was in
Florida. Reminder for members to please put trash containers
where they belong right after trash is picked up so they are not
rolling around in the road. The committee has completed and
turned in the review of all policies for Board approval.
Camping
begins
on
May
12th.
Future

Planning

Committee

–

No

report

given.

Seedling and Sapling Committees – No report given.
Hospitality – Report by Pat Graham. The Emporium in Clare
donated 16 baskets to use. The committee has begun gathering
information to share regarding Clare County such as maps,
etc. The committee will begin taking welcome baskets to new
members as well as members who may be ill. Director Sharon
Bridges is the Board liaison for this committee.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR Can be obtained from the
office.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Director Brian Kozlowski moves to have our attorney send a
letter to Lincoln Township to get a definitive answer regarding
this issue. Second by Director Don Papesh. Member Jerry
White points out that the Township and WBL have the same
lawyer. Director Don Papesh withdraws his second and feels
we should not spend money on this matter until Lincoln
Township completes its review of the zoning ordinances.
Motion dies for lack of support. (Discussion regarding sheds
on lots)
2nd Vice President Greg Hernden shared information regarding
the new gate system. The system does work on the entrance
side as far as the gate openers and gate itself. Gate does
function with use of previous codes and pass cards. Two
things that are stopping us from putting it into operation – the
contractor is waiting for delivery on the battery back up
system to open the gate in the event of a power failure. Second
problem being the link between the office and the gate
allowing the manager to enter new codes or delete old codes.
A software tech should be here this Wednesday to correct
problem. Gate will open automatically for emergency vehicles
by using their sirens to activate. Gate opens in 8 to 10 seconds
and that will not change. Only adjustment is after a vehicle
Condensed Board Meeting Minutes continued on Page 5
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clears the gate you can adjust the amount of time before the
gate closes. Exit gate is triggered by an underground sensor
and also takes 8 to 10 seconds to open. Once gate is open a
timer starts to countdown to close gate and resets when
someone drives through sensors on the gates. When the
electric eyes are triggered then the countdown starts over until
vehicle clears the gate. Anytime the beam is crossed the gates
will reopen. Regarding Toni Passage’ question regarding
Northland Electric they have not done one thing to the gate he
was simply visiting with the guy from Northland.
President Al Isaac calls for a five-minute recess at this point.
NEW BUSINESS
Safety Rules – Director Brian Kozlowski moves to table this
issue until the May Board meeting. Second by Director Don
Papesh. All in favor, motion carried.
Notice of By-Laws Change Recommendations – Director
Brian Kozlowski moves to post notice of changes to the
membership including previously approved election and teller
procedures. Second by 1st Vice President Marvin Frayer. All
in favor, motion carried.
Swim Class Policy – Director Bob Adair moves to adopt the
policy. Second by Director Brian Kozlowski. Director Sharon
Bridges states the Manager should be involved in order to
check if members are in good standing before taking the class.
President Al Isaac explains that these guidelines ensure more
involvement from WBL and helps protect WBL against
expenses. Director Don Papesh asks if a member not in good
standing will be treated as and charged the fee for a non-WBL
member? President Al Isaac suggests changing the vocabulary
to include members not in good standing under non-member
fee. 2nd Vice President Greg Hernden disagrees with the part
of the policy requiring membership to include 50% WBL
members or related to WBL members. Director Don Papesh
feels the additional fee for non-WBL members will cover most
if not all of the costs to the Association. Director Bob Adair
restates his motion to include all changes discussed. Director
Brian Kozlowski seconds. All in favor, motion carried.
Wall Between Rooms at Clubhouse – Director Brian
Kozlowski moves to examine cost of finishing opening
between game room and family room in the Clubhouse.
Second by 2nd Vice President Greg Hernden. After discussion
of several ideas and costs Director Sharon Bridges moves to
table until there is more information and proposals to review.
Second by Director Brian Kozlowski. All in favor, motion
carried.
Picture for Sign – Director Bob Adair moves to accept the
proposed WBL sign submitted by Terry Obrecht. After
discussion by the Board Director Bob Adair withdraws his
motion to allow publication of proposed signs on the Web Site
and request additional designs through June 8th and then have
members vote on which sign they like best. A design by Jan
Isaac has also been received.
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Playground Equipment – No proposal available, moved to May
meeting agenda.
Closed Session for Personnel and Real Estate Issue – Motion
by Director Brian Kozlowski to move into closed session.
Second by 1st Vice President Marvin Frayer. All in favor,
motion carried.
President Al Isaac moves Board back into open session.
Managers’ Contract - 2nd Vice President Greg Hernden moves
to adopt the manager’s contract with changes noted. Second by
Director Sharon Bridges. A roll-call vote is taken: Direct Brian
Kozlowski – yes. Director Sharon Bridges – yes. 1st Vice
President Marvin Frayer – yes. 2nd Vice President Greg
Hernden – yes. Director Bob Adair – yes. Director Don Papesh
– yes. All in favor, motion carried. President Al Isaac confirms
his support.
Executive Committee – President Al Isaac announces that
Director Bob Adair has resigned from this committee and he is
appointing Director Brian Kozlowski to the position.
2nd Vice President Greg Hernden moves to adjourn. Second by
Director Don Papesh. All in favor, motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 12:32pm.
Respectfully Submitted
Todd J. Graham
Secretary
SOME FACTS REGARDING ATV’S/ORV’S
An estimated 856,000 ATV’s (All terrain vehicle) were
sold by manufacturers last year, up from 326,000 a decade
earlier, according to Consumer Protection Safety Counsel. From
1982 to 2004, there were nearly 6,500 deaths involving ATV’s.
About 30% of all deaths and injuries involve children younger
than 16. Large ATV’s are easy for children to mount. Unlike
cars, ATV’s accelerate with a flick of the right thumb. Adultsized ATV’s can go 60 mph and weigh 600 lb. Youth models,
for age 12 and up, top out at 30 mph and weigh 260 lb. There is
no training offered by dealers selling ATV’s in most cases, you
just grab the keys and go. Three-wheeled ATV’s which have reemerged through the import market, internet, and second-hand
dealers, present 3 times the risk compared to 4-wheeled ATV’s.
ATV Safety Education Classes are now administered
by the Department of Natural Resources which can be found on
the Internet at www.michigan.gov/dnr . On the right hand side of
their webpage, click the button titled “Recreational Safety
Classes”. Once there, select the type of class you are interested
in on the “drop-down” menu and select the County. Under Clare
County you will see Roger Zielinski with a phone number of the
Clare County Sheriff’s Office, that is, (989) 539-7166. Go to
extension 341 during the hours of 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Guidelines from CPSC
Never allow a child to operate or ride on an adult size
ATV.
Always wear a helmet and protective gear.
Never ride tandem on a one-person ATV.
Never ride on paved roads.
Never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Page 6

April 2007

NEW BURN PERMIT PROCEDURES
There is a new phone number to get those burn
permits, that is toll free, (866) 922-2876 or go the
Internet… www.michigan.gov/burnpermit
Clare County Animal Control
(989) 539-3221
Clare County Sheriff
(989) 539-7166
Clare County Transit
(989) 539-1473
Consumers’ Energy
1-800-477-5050
Lincoln Twn. Fire Dept. 911 or (989) 539-7166
Poison Control
1-800-222-1222
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White Birch Lakes Annual Yard Sale
One day only! Saturday May 26, 20079:00 am to 3:00 pm
This is your opportunity to conduct a Yard Sale on
your property. All publicity and newspaper
advertising furnished at no cost to you.
This annual event attracts hundreds of shoppers.
Plan now, clean out the garage and storage.
Sign up sheet at the White Birch Lakes Clubhouse
By-Laws for Approval
There will be an official notice for by-laws to be
changed in a future Birch Bark. For now, the bylaws recommended for revision can be viewed on
the Internet. Go to www.whitebirch.org and click
the button on the left-hand side titled “By-Laws
and C & R’s”. Select which format to view, as a
Word document or as an Internet page. Either
format can be saved to your computer by following
the instructions on that webpage. Thank you.
Committee.
NOTICE OF MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
There will be a breakfast in celebration of our mothers on
Mother’s Day, May 13, from 8:00 am to 11:00 am in the
clubhouse. There is no charge for this event. The hosts for
this event are some of our hard-working and much-loved
husbands.
POOL HOURS WILL CHANGE
Starting May 12, 2007 hours of operation for the swimming
pool will be…
May 12, 2007 to May 24, 2007
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.
-3:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Saturday
-10:00 am to 8:30 pm
Sunday
-1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Closed Wednesday
Closed WednesdayC
Memorial Day weekend, May 25 to 28, 2007
Friday
-3:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Saturday
-9:00 am to 8:30 pm
Sunday
-9:00 am to 8:30 pm
Monday
- 9:00 am to 8:30 pm

May 29, 2007 and through summer
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.
-1:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Saturday
-10:00 am to 8:30 pm
Sunday
-10:00 am to 4:30 pm
Closed Wednesdays

Page 7

April 2007

The Birch Bark

From the Mailbox
Happy Arbor Day, April 27! The most common
tree in Michigan is the sugar maple, comprising
about 15% of all forest volume. The ten most
common species make up two-thirds of all
Michigan forest volume. Statewide, our forests
are growing 2.2 times the amount of volume that
is harvested. That’s enough volume to run a
cord pile from New York City to Los Angeles,
and back again.
• Happy Birthday, Sherry Graham, April 17!
• Pool hours will be changing, see page 6
• Keys to the restrooms at the campground are
available at the clubhouse, $5.00 deposit per key
• Looking for teenagers willing to volunteer for
small cleanup projects. Call WBLRA office
588-2853.
• Remember to request an absentee ballot for
annual election, form is on the Internet
www.whitebirch.org
• Postage rates will change May 14, 2007. It will
take 41 cents to mail a one ounce letter,
postcards will be 26 cents and there will be other
various changes related to the shape of mail
pieces related to whether they can be processed
by machine or not.
Those of you with Internet will want to check out
www.emergencyemail.org to get timely updates
regarding severe weather during this spring season
•

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
INCOME
Membership

$210,963.36

Delinquent

5,777.95

Interest

2,529.18

Misc.

20.04

Advertising

30.00

Sales

337.35

Campground

430.00

EPC Fees

65.00

TOTAL INCOME

$220,152.88

EXPENSES
Administration

$15,288.69

Office Expense

726.91

Road Maintenance

0

Clubhouse Maintenance

6,596.50

Campground Maintenance

1,087.45

Entrance Costs

430.48

Capital Improvements

5,015.00

General Assoc. Maintenance

1,226.27

Maintenance Building

566.59

Goods for Resale

284.82

Spec. Events/Activities

45.00

Professional Costs
Boards & Committees

353.00
32.52

Security

935.80

Lakes
Taxes and Insurance
TOTAL EXPENSES

Rates for advertising in the Birch Bark $15.00
Business card sized ad
Articles for the Birch Bark addressed to:
4730 Lake Rd., Farwell, MI 48622-9618
or contact Jan Isaac, Email – ajjisaac@toast.net

MAR.07

618.28
14,704.63
$47,921.94

Advertise in the Birch Bark
To advertise in the Birch Bark, please call the White Birch
Lakes office at (989) 588-2853. Payment must be made
prior to listing. Fees and ads must be submitted by the 15th
of the month for publication in the following month’s
issue. Business cards must be clear enough for clean
scanning. Make checks payable to White Birch Lakes
Recreational Association to the attention of the Birch
Bark for accounting purposes. Thank you.

White
Birch
Page
8 Lakes Recreational Assoc.
4730 Lake Rd.
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Farwell, MI 48622-9618

SCHEDULE
Clubhouse Hours
8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Mon., Thurs.
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Tues., Fri.
8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sat.
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Sun
Closed Wednesday
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Thurs.
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Sat.
Closed Sunday and Wednesday
Pool Hours
Please see Page 6 for Operating Hours for the
Swimming Pool as they will be changing in the
month of May. Thank you

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.whitebirch.org

Community Calendar
May 11, 2007 – Camping Season Begins!
May 12, 2007 – Regular Board of Directors’ Meeting
9:00 am at the Clubhouse
May 13, 2007 – Mother’s Day Breakfast
8:00 am to 11:00 am at the Clubhouse (no charge)

