White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
4730 Lake Road
Farwell MI 48622
Office: (989) 588-2853
Fax:
(989) 588-4924
Security (989) 588-7066

March 2010

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields and,
Until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
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BOARD MEETING DATES FOR 2010

EPC MEETING DATES FOR 2010

All meetings are held at the clubhouse
unless otherwise specified.

All meetings will begin at 7:00 pm at the
clubhouse

April 10
May 8
June 12
July 17

10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

am
am
am
am

September 11
October 9
November 13
December 11

10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

am
am
am
am

March 12
April 9
May 7
June 11
July 16
August 13
September 10
October 8
November 12
December 10

(Annual Meeting & Election at the
Pavilion)
August 14
10:00 am

Board of Directors Workshop
Friday, April 9th
7:30 p.m.
Clubhouse
All members are welcome.

Congratulations to our new
President, Linda McNeil!
Linda was voted in and has
proudly accepted the challenge.
Please welcome Linda and give
her your support.

I) Call to Order:
President Sharon Bridges called the meeting to order at 11 a.m. Board members present
were: President Bridges, 1st Vice President Briggs, Director Nalepa, Director Dombrowski,
Director Bryant and Director McNeil. Absent, Secretary/Treasurer Elaine Carrasco., due to
illness.
a) Invocation led by Director McNeil.
b) Pledge of Allegiance led by President Bridges.
1) Director Nalepa moves to deviate from normal agenda to fill the open seat on the
board, second by Director McNeil, no vote on this motion.
2) Director Nalepa moves to appoint Teresa Stephens as Director to fill the open seat on
the Board until the next election, all in favor, carried. Director Stephens takes her seat on
the Board.
3) Director Nalepa moves that we entertain a discussion regarding the appointment of an
officer as the Boards parliamentarian advisory, second by Director McNeil, falls to the
floor.
President Bridges appoints Brian Kozlowski as the Boards parliamentarian advisor, a
motion to affirm by Director Bryant, no second, all in favor, carried.
II) Additions to the Agenda:
Director Briggs adds under old business: Disposal of old blade and white truck. Under
new business he adds assessment due dates, White Birch mail received at the office,
schedule of Workshop, E.P.C. letter and Birch Bark adds.
Director Dombrowski adds under new business: Campground Bathrooms.
Director Nalepa adds under new business: 40th Anniversary celebration, and under old
business adds supervisor’s evaluation and reorganization of the Board of Directors.
III) Approval of Minutes:
4) Director Nalepa moves to approve the minutes of the January Meeting also be it noted
that the February Board Meeting was not conducted due to a lack of a quorum. Second
by Director Briggs, motion carried.
IV) Income Statement-Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of the Treasurer, Director Nalepa
reports income for the month of February at $17, 882.39, expenses at $20,643.14 and
total cash on hand as of February 28, 2010; $132,409.21 noted that $75,408.00 is
uncollectible revenue the result of foreclosure and tax sales.
IV) Income Statement/Treasurer’s report; 5) Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as
given by Director Nalepa by Director McNeil, second by Director Stephens, all in favor,
motion carried.
Payables Approval: 6) Motion to accept the February/March payables by Director Nalepa,
second by Director McNeil, all ayes, and motion carried. Director Nalepa Payables for
February that were not previously approved were as follows: Stanley Fuel $2,646.76;
Postmaster for Stamps $704.00; Consumers energy $1,404.36; Camper show promo
items $373.22; and Legal Fees $420.00.

V) President’s Report;
President Bridges:

Prior to the workshop on Friday February 19, 2010, members of the Board were made
aware of two concerns relating to a board member. At the beginning of the Board
Workshop, some Board Members felt that the two issues needed to be addressed
immediately. Thereby the Vice President called for a closed session. These Board Members
did not feel it was appropriate to proceed with the 2010-11 Budget Review and other
workshop agenda items until the issues relating to the Board Member in question were
discussed. During a closed session the two issues were discussed at length. It was then
that an emergency meeting was called and agreed upon. At this point the Secretary was
called to record the proceedings. At the emergency meeting a motion was made to
suspend the Board Member, which failed. Another motion was made to remove the Board
Member in question from the Board which passed by a majority vote. The 1 st Vice
President assumed direction of the Board of Directors. The emergency meeting ended and
the Board proceeded with the Board Workshop and review the 2010-11 Budget with the
Financial Committee. All other Workshop items were tabled. At the regular meeting of the
Board on February 20th , four board members were absent, hence there was not a quorum
to hold a meeting. Since WBRLA needed to continue to conduct financial business with an
approved 2010-11 financial budget, a motion was made the afternoon of Saturday February
20th , by e-mail to approve the 2010-11 budget, as reviewed at the Board Workshop the
night before, with revisions. The budgeted dollars associated with the increase in hours as
well as dollars associated with providing health insurance for the Secretary/Treasurer
position be moved to the savings line items until such time that these expenditures are
approved by the Board. The 1st Vice President, Marty Perkins, resigned that evening for
health reasons. In order to conduct business of the association, three other motions were
made and approved on Sunday February 21, 2010.A motion was passed to accept the
resignation of the 1st Vice President, a motion was passed to remove Steve Bryant as
President, Sharon Bridges to be appointed as President, due to the 1st Vice Presidents
resignation, and that Bob Briggs be appointed 1st Vice President. A motion was passed to
remove Steve Bryant and Marty Perkins from banking accounts and that Sharon Bridges
and Bob Briggs be added as signers. The association’s attorney was contacted on Monday
February 22nd and issued a written opinion on the events of. February 19th and 20th.
Specifically the Board of Directors does not have the authority to remove one of the
Board Members.
The Board of Directors does have the authority to remove officers from their appointed
positions. Steve Bryant will retain his Director seat. In summary while the Board of Directors
utilizing the association’s bylaws and C&R’s during the emergency meeting, errors were
made and have since then been corrected by the motions made on February 21 st. At this
time I would entertain a motion to reorganize the officers of the Board of Directors as
well as a resolution appoint Brian Kozlowski as the boards parliamentarian advisory.

7) Director Nalepa motions that we deviate from our normal agenda item and go into
closed session to discuss reorganization of officers of the Board, second by Director
Briggs, withdrawn.
8) Director Nalepa moves that we ratify the four motions made on Sunday February 21 st,
to accept the resignation of the Vice President, to reorganize the Board placing Director
Bridges as President, Director Briggs as 1st Vice President and that Steve retain his seat
as Director, that Steve and Marty are removed from the bank accounts and that Sharon
and Bob are added and that we approve the budget with the indicated change, second
by Director McNeil, all in favor, carried.
9) Director Nalepa moves that at this time we reorganize the officers of the Board,
placing Director McNeil as President, Director Briggs as 1st Vice President, and Director
Bridges as 2nd Vice President, second by Director Dombrowski. Roll call results: Director
Nalepa aye, Director McNeil aye, Director Briggs, abstain, Director Bryant, aye, Director
Dombrowski, aye, Director Stephens, abstain, Director Bridges, abstain. Motion carried.
Director McNeil takes her place as Board President and accepts the gavel from Director
Bridges. At this time President McNeil appoints the emergency Executive Committee as
herself,Director Nalepa and Director Briggs, for purposes of the ongoing lawsuit.
10) Director Stephens moves to accept the appointment of Director McNeil, Director
Briggs and Director Nalepa as the emergency Executive Committee, second by Director
Bridges, roll call results: Director Briggs, aye, Director Nalepa, aye, Director Stephens,
aye, Director Bridges, aye, Director Bryant, aye and Director Dombrowski, aye, motion
carried.
VI) Supervisor’s Report: Dawn reports that the end of year expenditures approved at the
January meeting were less then anticipated at a savings of $400.00. Inventory is
complete. Georgia is back from her time off for surgery. Dawn reports that delinquent
assessments collected since payment plans were introduced are over $14,000.00.
11) Director Bridges moves that all payment plans be a signed contract, withdrawn.
VII) Committee Reports: Director Dombrowski reports on the campground, the condition of
the bathrooms. E.P.C. , Harry Thompson reports a contiguous lot approval for 1143 and
1142. Tree removal on Wolf Lane and Shed approval for Les Sidell. Pending contiguous
lot approval for #744 and #745. Garbage issue on Elm Run, letter will be sent to owner.
Activities Committee: Sally reports for the activities committee the upcoming events are
game night and pot luck on March 20th at 5p.m.Easter event Saturday April 3rd from 1 to
2:30. Craft club April 24th from 1 to 3p.m. Mary Alice Harrington will be teaching us to
crochet necklaces at a cost of $6.
Bylaws; Chuck Lutz, nothing to report.
Security: Steve Bryant, reports that a car came in the gate with a suspicious person
inside, suggests we check houses for security.
Finance Committee: Director Nalepa reports she had a number of people resign from the
committee. So if you are interested, please let her know.
VIII) Comments (agenda items) Available at the clubhouse.
IX) Old Business: WBRLA map modification, no update.

12) Director Briggs moves to scrap the old snow blade at the maintenance building,
second by Director Bryant, all in favor, carried.
13) Director Briggs moves to take bids on the white truck to begin at $1000.00. With a
closing date of April 15th. second by Director Stephens, all in favor, carried.
14) Director Nalepa moves to go into closed session to complete the Supervisor’s
evaluation, second by Director Dombrowski. All in favor, carried.
X) New Business:
Emergency Meeting , previously discussed.
15) Director Bridges moves that we get bids for our web master, by March 22 and
voted upon by e-mail on March 24th. second by Director Nalepa, withdrawn.
16) Director Bridges moves that we get information on a professional webmasters and
we have that information in our hands by the 22nd of March and make a decision on
that by the next meeting, second by Director Bryant, all in favor, motion carried.
17) Director Bridges moves that we obtain outside backup for our financial files, second
by Director Nalepa, tabled.
18) Director Briggs moves that we follow the bylaws and the amended declaration of
restrictions as to when the assessments are due, it is very clear that assessments are
due by March 1st of the current year.unless your enrolled in a payment plan, second by
Director Nalepa, all ayes, except a nay by Director Bryant, motion carried.
19) Director Briggs moves that all White Birch business come addressed to the Board of
Directors or WBLRA, not to the President and all business docs are keep in the office
and only copies carried out, second by Director Bridges. All in favor,with an abstain by
Director Bryant, carried.
The Board Workshop is scheduled for April 9, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.at the clubhouse.
20) Director Briggs moves to remove all adds from the Birch Bark, paid or unpaid,
second by Director Bryant. All ayes, with a nay by Director Nalepa, carried.
21) Director Nalepa moves that $800 be approved to purchase 40th anniversary items to
be available for sale to the membership, at cost, so the association does not profit or
experience a loss, second by Director Stephens, all in favor, motion carried.
XI) Comments from the Floor: Available at the Clubhouse.
XII) Adjournment: Director Stephens moves to adjourn, second by Director Bridges, all in
favor, carried.
Adjourn at 2:30 p.m.
Submitted by, Elaine Carrasco: Secretary

Dawn Holzer
How about this March weather! We have only had December,
January, February for any kind of snow fall and winter like temps.
Spring is near. Just a few reminders- with warmer weather
coming. Members will like to come and do some camping in the
campground. Please remember that for electricity the cost is $10
per day. Please come to the clubhouse for your camping receipt
that goes on the pole. Also, if you call ahead we can make sure
that the electricity is turned on.
For members that have a home/cabin here (has to be a home
structure) we pay for rubbish pickup. Please remember that you
are allowed 6 bags per week. The last week of the month is when
the garbage service will pick up other larger items. Should you
have any questions about this, please call Lincoln Sanitation at
989-588-6000.
A long time resident brought to my attention, that they did not
know that you can recycle glass, plastic (#1 & 2) newspaper and
tin cans at the Surrey Transfer Station on Old State Road (27)
before you get to the expressway. All you have to do is make
sure your items are clean and that the newspaper is in a paper
bag, not a box, and you can recycle there. All you have to tell
them is that you are from Lincoln Township and you want to
recycle. The hours are posted on the sign by their gate. There is
no charge at this time. Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Our condolences go to
Georgia Romaine, lot
1142 in the loss of her
brother.

Elaine Carrasco

Assessment Payments

Now that assessments are coming due, it’s important to write your lot number on your
check before you mail it so that we can accurately credit the right account. If you are
paying with monthly coupons, it’s important to fill out the coupon before mailing it in
with your payment. For information concerning the status of your account, please call
or e-mail me.
Phone (989)-588-2853
E-mail: ecoffice@whitebirch.org

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS TO CELEBRATE WBLRA 40 TH ANNIVERSARY




March 20th-Soup/Potluck/Game Night..

















April 3rd-Easter Event – see additional information in this months newsletter
April 24 -Craft Class – see additional information in this months newsletter
May 9th-Mother's Day Breakfast
Volunteer Members Needed
May 29th-Spring Garage Sale/Bake Sale
for Finance Committee
June 19th-Family Scavenger Hunt
June 20th-Father's Day breakfast
July 3rd-4th of July Picnic
Members are needed to
July 17th-Annual Meeting and Election
participate on the finance
th
August 5 – Road Trip-Comerica Park
committee. There’s a sign-up
August 7th-2nd Annual Guitar Hero Competition sheet at the clubhouse where
Sept. 4th-Labor Day Picnic/Yippy Skippy Event
interested members may sign.
Sept. 18th-Fall Garage Sale/Bake Sale
Your participation would be
Oct. 23rd-Halloween Event/Hayride
greatly appreciated.
Nov. 20th-Family Game Night/Potluck Dinner
Dec. 11th-Christmas Party

Bring your favorite game/cards.

President

Linda McNeil
lucymcn79@hotmail.com
734-729-2614

1st Vice
President

Robert Briggs
cofbriggs@yahoo.com

2nd Vice
President

Sharon Bridges
skbeuthin@toast2.net

Director
Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Director

Kevin Dombrowski
kd460@sbcglobal.net

Teresa Stephens
rapidstamper@yahoo.com
989-339-1417

Director

Dorothy Nalepa
dnalepa8990@charter.net
(734) 878-8990

Steve Bryant
sfbryant1@yahoo.com

Secretary
Treasurer

Elaine Carrasco
ecoffice@whitebirch.org

News You Can Use
WE’RE PLANNING A ROAD TRIP– AUGUST 5, 2010!!
Where?? To a Detroit Casino AND a Detroit Tigers vs. the
Chicago White Sox baseball game.
A deluxe motor coach that will hold approximately 57 people will
provide round-trip transportation from White Birch to Comerica
Park as well as to one of the famous Detroit casinos.
The cost for the trip which includes bus fare and the Detroit
Tigers game will be approximately $70.00 per person.
If you already are down-state and just need a ticket to the
game, your cost will be approximately $45.00.
Seating at the game will be in the 3rd base infield sections (131
– 134).
So let’s start singing, “Take me out to the ball game…”

If you are interested please contact Director Dorothy Nalepa
Dnalepa8990@charter.net

Easter Egg Hunt

Burn Permits

White Birch Lakes Recreational
Association will have an Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3rd
from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. at the
clubhouse. There will be a
special “guessing game” with
punch and cookies after the
egg hunt. Everyone is
welcome to join us for this
fun activity.

With the onset of spring, please remember when
burning left over leaves and twigs, you need to call toll
free: 1-866-922-2876.
The pre-recorded information will give you the
requirements that are allowed in Clare County.

Please Join Us…
The activities committee meets the first Monday of
each month at the clubhouse from 4:00 – 6:00 pm.
New members are needed and always welcome.
Please consider joining us for the fun.

News You Can Use
CONGRATULATIONS!









Marty Perkins,
Dawn Holzer
Kathy Lutz
Richard Gute
Toni Passage
Deloris Duke
Clay and Cole Forskinski

lot 1095
lot 1103
lot 225
lot 82
lot 163
lot 426
lot 1098

HAPPY Belated Birthday to:
• Richard Helm, Lot 140

Meet a New Board Member
…Teresa Stephens
Teresa and her husband Glenn own three
lots at the corner of Spruce Hill and
Apple Drive. They currently have a
home in Clawson which is in the Detroit
area but are planning to build their
retirement home in White Birch this
summer. “We knew when we bought our
first lot here that we would eventually
build and live here full-time once we
both retired and we have never regretted
that decision. I look forward to serving
the Association as a member of the
Board of Directors. Please feel free to
stop by and say hello.” Please welcome
Teresa to her new position as a Board
Member.

To Peter and Kendra
Norlander, lot 1141 who
became first-time
grandparents in February.

Campers Returning
Campers will be able to return on
Friday May 14th. For new members,
the policy is 2 weeks prior to
Memorial Day and we are following
the guidelines set by Lincoln
Twp. The campground/storage area
will need to be vacated no later than
Saturday, May 22, 2010, so that the
campground can be cleaned up prior
to the Memorial weekend camping
holiday.

Craft Class
There will be a craft class at the
clubhouse on Saturday, April 24th
from 1-3 and will be taught by Mary
Alice Harrington, Lot5. The class will
be making a sporty crocheted
necklace, several colors, and sizes can
be made. Cost is $6.00 and that is for
all the supplies. There are samples of
the necklaces at the clubhouse and
the class is pre-pay please. Give the
clubhouse a call to sign up.

News You Can Use
LOT #
#1195
#1196
#1203
#1205
#1215
#1194
#385
#792
#1047
#116
#413
#897
#228
#695
#570
#1043
#1046
#1237
#1242
#1243
#1243
#1244
#130
#160
#320
#369
#447
#473
#614
#838
#901
#986
#1032
#1130
#466
#521
#523
#774
#911
#504
#1040
#1112
#361
#363
#364
#98

COST
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$3,000
$3,000
$3,000
$3,000
$3,500
$3,500
$3,800
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,000
$4,500
$4,500
$4,500
$4,500
$4,500
$4,500
$4,500
$4,800
$5,000
$5,000
$6,000
$8,000
$8,000
$28,000

WHITE BIRCH LAKES RECREATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OWNED PROPERTY LOTS
Many of us had purchased our lots due to friends or relatives
bringing us to White Birch. Our association owns an excess
of 40 lots. We pay property taxes on these lots each year
and also do not collect the yearly assessments. The
following is the list of lots currently available with the boardapproved prices. Please consider introducing your friends
and families to the wonderful association we all enjoy. No
reasonable offer will be refused.

FOR SALE
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association is selling a 1997
Chevrolet 3/4 ton pickup, white, with snow blade. It has
100,000 miles, good tires, new battery, runs, selling “as is.”
Taking sealed bids with a minimum amount of $1,000.00
Closing date on bids is April 15, 2010
Certified funds only or cash
Can be seen by appointment only between 9 am -3 pm
Monday Thru Friday
Please call 989-588-2853
Send Bids to:
White Birch Lakes Rec. Association
4730 Lake Road
Farwell, Mi 48622
Attn: Office Supervisor

SHED PETITION
As many of you know, last Fall a petition was circulated and
received more than 300 signatures of support.
The language of the petition is listed below for your
information. Unfortunately, the board is unable to grant
this request. In addition to our covenant and restrictions, our association is
governed by Lincoln township ordinances. We are empathetic to the non-residential
members who are left with no option other than transporting their belongings back
and forth with them, which is certainly a burden.
However, until such time Lincoln
Township changes their ordinance, the board has no option other than respectively
deny this request.
***********************************************************************
“We the undersigned property owners in White Birch Lakes Recreation Association
(WBLRA) authorize and direct our Board of Directors to hire Carol Majewski to conduct
a Special Covenant and Restriction (C&R) amendment Election. The purpose of this
Special Election is to amend any and all Covenent and Restrictions that govern
WBLRA pertaining to “Residential Use of Accessory Outbuildings ETC., Prohibited.”
Absentee ballot applications shall not be permitted for this election. All WBLRA
property owners shall be mailed a ballot by first class mail postmarked no later than
Feb 13, 2010. Ballots must be returned by first class mail to Carol Majewski
postmarked no later than March 15, 2010. Ballots shall be counted and recorded at
the WBLRA Campground Pavilion under the direction of Carol Majewski on Saturday,
May 22, 2010. Should the Amendment to these restrictions pass favorably the
Amendment and Statement of the Member’s Vote (s) shall be recorded with the Clare
County Register of Deeds. The ballot language for the amendment to these
restrictions shall read as follows:
Residential and Camping Use of Accessory Outbuilding ETC., Prohibited.
Detached accessory buildings shall be limited to two buildings not to exceed a total of
1,312 square feet on residential lots and limited to one (1) building not to exceed a
total of 144 square feet on camping lots. In no event shall any accessory outbuilding
or temporary structure which may be constructed upon such lot under these
restrictions ever be used as a residence or dwelling house or place of human
occupancy or habitation.

The Birch Bark
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
4730 Lake Road
Farwell MI 48622

RV SHOW UPDATE
WBLRA purchased booth space ($920) at the RV & Camper Show which was held February
10-14 at the Novi Expo. Over 15,000 show attendees. Directors Bryant, Dombrowski,
McNeil, Nalepa as well as member Teresa Stephens volunteered to staff the booth during
the 40 hours the show was open. Director Perkins developed an extensive slide show
that was continually running on a laptop computer. We met many members of White
Birch families who were attending the show and stopped by to say hello. Brochures,
plastic “stadium” cups as well as refrigerator magnets were distributed. We are happy to
report that one lot has been sold for $4,500 directly related to our participation at the
show. In addition, our real estate agent, informed us to expect a second sale in the
near future. We will be sending a follow-up letter to families who left their contact
information with us and refer them to our real estate agent. As our contact information
was distributed to hundreds of families, we anticipate increased activity as the weather
continues to improve.

