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PRESIDET’S LETTER
Greetings fellow members,
We are finally starting to see some hope that Spring
is on the way and old man Winter is releasing it’s grip.
Most of the snow has melted and the deer are finding it a
little easier to locate something to munch on.
We are looking forward to seeing many of our
camping friends return. As I stated in an earlier letter, one
of the primary concerns and responsibilities of this board is
for the safety of our members. One of these concerns is for
campers that may not have a good source of information as
relates to possible severe weather. It was brought up before
the board last year that there is a possibility of getting a
warning siren for White Birch Lakes. Board member Marv
Frayer and our manager have been in contact with the
county emergency response manager during the past week
to get additional information and to ascertain what the
association’s role would be to make this happen. There is a
possibility that a grant may be available to help out with
the cost of the project. It would be gratifying to know we
would have the capability of alerting those who are in their
campers if bad weather is approaching.
We are still investigating options for the treatment of
our lakes and will continue to gather information in the
hope of attaining a comprehensive plan that would deal
with both the vegetation issue and the eventual buildup of
silt on our lake bottoms.
The board is also looking into upgrading the
playground equipment at the campground. We have
discussed various options and hope to have a plan in place
soon.
Hope everyone got through the winter in good health
and we look forward to seeing our snowbirds and campers
returning soon.
Al Isaac, President, WBLRA Board of Directors
All Correspondence to the Board of Directors, a Director,
a Committee Chairperson and all responses are on file at the office

Request for Volunteers: White Birch Lakes Rec. Assoc. is in
need of persons interested in giving a few hours to be on the
ominating Committee. The ominations Committee
compiles a list of folks interested in being on the Board of
Directors. The Chairman of the ominations Committee for
2007 is Director Brian Kozlowski. Please sign up at the office
or call 588-2853. Thank you, Al Isaac, President WBLRA
Board of Directors.
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COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS

President

Al Isaac
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1st Vice Pres.
2nd Vice Pres.

Marvin Frayer
Greg Hernden

By-laws
Campground

Director

Brian Kozlowski

Communications

Director

Sharon Bridges

Director
Director

Don Papesh
Bob Adair

Manager
Secretary
Treasurer

Gail White
Todd Graham
Priscilla Moore

Security
588-7066
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Conservation
Election
Entrance
EPC
Hospitality
Futures
Nominations
Seedlings and
Saplings

NOTICES FROM COMMITTEES:
Activities Committee: Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will
be Saturday, Apr. 7 at the Clubhouse-10:00 a.m. Bring a
basket to collect as many eggs as you can for a prize.
Prizes will be awarded in the 1-3 yr. old age group, 4-6
yr. old age group, and the 7-12 yr. old age group.

From the Pool Attendants: Please come swim extra
hours during Spring Break.
Fri. 4/6, 1:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Sat. 4/7, 10:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Sun. 4/8 Easter – POOL IS CLOSED
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 4/9, 4/10, 4/12, 4/13
1:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Pool is closed Wed., 4-11

Joe Romine
Mary Alice Harrington
Sal Scozzari
Fred Witchell
Al Willoughby
Todd Graham

588-3155
588-2561
588-4415
588-6797
588-0749
588-9192

Jan Isaac

588-2448

Linda Hernden
Chick Witchell
Dennis Karlson
Pat Graham
Joe Romine
Brian Kozlowski
Tina Hayer
Joe Romine

588-2837
588-6797
588-3346
588-4891
588-3155
588-6012
588-0496
588-3155

BURNING ETIQUETTE

Happily, spring is just around the corner. Please, as you
do your yard clean-up, be sure to call for a burn permit
(989)539-1212.
NEVER leave fires to burn unattended and remember to
always have a water source and/or fire extinguisher close
by.
For those of you new to our community, there is a
compost area in the Maintenance area off of Oak Run.
Call the office at (989)588-2853 with any questions
NEWS FROM CPSC
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Spring clean for Safety. As closets, garages and other
storage areas are cleared out and cleaned, CPSC is
asking consumers to keep safety in mind and be on the
lookout for hazardous recalled products that could be
deadly. CPSC, in a record year last year, recalled 466
products. Yet, not everyone gets the word. Recalls on
CPSC’s Web site include some grills, outdoor furniture,
air compressors, children’s outerwear, battery packs,
power tools, fans, and the list goes on. Consumers can
receive notice of recall information as it is released by signing
up at www.cpsc.gov Signing up is free and it could save a
life.
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Mar. 10, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
President Al Isaac called the meeting to order at 9:02am.
Board members present were President Al Isaac, 1st Vice
President Marvin Frayer, 2nd Vice President Greg Hernden,
Director Sharon Bridges, Director Bob Adair and Director
Brian Kozlowski. Also present were Manager Gail White and
Secretary Todd Graham. President Al Isaac opened the
meeting with The Pledge of Allegiance. Director Brian
Kozlowski followed with prayer. Director Don Papesh was
excused due to being out of state on vacation and Treasurer
Priscilla Moore was excused due to weather conditions.
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA
Manager Gail White requests to have approval of the absentee
ballot added to New Business and to add personnel issue to the
closed session scheduled under Old Business.
AGENDA APPROVAL
President Al Isaac calls for approval of the agenda as
amended. All in favor, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1st Vice President Marvin Frayer moved to approve the
minutes from the January 2007 Board. 2nd by Director Sharon
Bridges. All in favor, motion carried.
TREASURER'S REPORT
For the month of February 2007 Manager Gail White reported
income of $14,524.31 and expenses of $26,130.94. Cash on
Hand at February 28, 2007 was $178,189.12. Motion made by
2nd Vice President Greg Hernden to accept the Treasurers
report. Seconded by 1st Vice President Marvin Frayer. All in
favor, motion carried.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
President Al Isaac reported he has been working with Lincoln
Township Supervisor regarding the issue of emergency first
responders who live in White Birch. In January the township
board tentatively approved the responders having a radio and
allowing one of them to go directly to the scene instead of
having to report to the township first. But then at the February
Township meeting the township board did not follow the
Township Supervisors recommendation and turned the
January decision down. The reason, as stated in the Township
Board Meeting Minutes was concern over liability because
there would be no witness if a first responder went directly to
the scene and took life saving measures. Research will be done
to see if we can approach this again. At last months meeting
Mike Turner has asked for numbers showing eligible White
Birch voting lots vs. lots owned by the Association vs. lots not
eligible to vote. These numbers are Total lots, 1381, lots held
by WBLRA-43, not in good standing-299, Contiguous status165. Total votes-874, majority as of 3/9/07-438.
CORRESPONDENCE
Manager Gail White read a letter from Bert Krueger, lot 571
expressing appreciation for the great job Doug Lake does
maintaining the roads in White Birch.
Manager Gail White read a letter from Silver Ridge Music
Festival requesting a sponsorship, which would be a good
possible way to promote growth in White Birch with new
membership. This sponsorship for $300.00 would allow White
Birch to advertise in the promotional material that will be used
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at both festivals scheduled this year. President Al Isaac
recommends holding off until we learn more about how it all
works and see that they are successful.
MANAGER'S REPORT AND APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Manager Gail White reported: Assessments are coming in
well. We are having some problems with the reader equipment
working with the new gate and we are awaiting answers from
the new gate company. There is one more trip needed to
complete installation of parts for the new gate. President Al
Isaac adds that a lightning strike did damage the remaining
equipment from the old gate system and we are working with
our insurance carrier on possible coverage for that. Director
Brian Kozlowski moves to pay the list of payables provided
by Manager Gail White. Second by 2nd Vice President Greg
Hernden. 1st Vice President Marvin Frayer questions the
electricity at the campground since it was shut off for the
winter months. Manager Gail White explains it is turned on
when members use the facility plus for security purposes there
are mercury lights that are still on at night. All in favor,
motion carried.
SECURITY REPORT
Manager Gail White reported: Things have been very quiet.
Had a few elderly members who needed some assistance and
all was handled.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Activities Committee – Report by Barb Adair. St. Patrick’s
Day Dinner will be held Friday March 16th from 4pm to 8pm.
Carry out dinners will be available for those who may be
home bound.
By-Laws Committee – Report by Manager Gail White:
Committee did not meet this week. Recommendations are in
each Directors packet.
Campground Committee – Report by Les Sidell. All is
pretty quiet. Had to turn down a few camping requests due to
too much snow build up.
Communications Committee – Report by Todd Graham. The
February Birch Bark was in the hands of the Directors Feb. 16
and mailed Feb. 20. A thank-you to Joe and Georgia Romine
and Ray Elliot for folding, taping, labeling, and stamping the
Birch Bark. Thanks to Marv Frayer for taking them to the Post
Office. We published a 6-page newsletter. There were 6 ads;
costs of the February Birch Bark were approximately $420.00.
There are extra copies of the February newsletter in the rack
by the pool attendants' office. The March issue will hopefully
include an application for an absentee ballot to be used by any
member in good standing. As always, the deadline for articles
and announcements for the Birch Bark is the 15th of the
month.
Lots of changes this past month. Navigation links were all
updated to make them easier to view and understand. Scrolling
message text box added to the main page to promote any
special announcements. Updated clock and calendar inserts
were added. The Community Calendar page was completely
redesigned with an entirely new calendar format that allows us
to post reoccurring events like Board meetings to
automatically be listed. A new Hours of Operation page was
Condensed Board Meeting Minutes continued on Page 4
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(Condensed Board Meeting minutes continued)

added to list Clubhouse, Pool and Office hours. Added a
Contact Webmaster page with an online email form that
automatically directs questions regarding the Web Site to my
email address. Created a new Ask the Board page under the
Members only area to allow members to simply fill in a form
for any official correspondence. This form lists 23 selections
for members to choose to have their correspondence addressed
to including the Board, Manager, individual directors and all
our committees. Under the members only area a new Site
Search function was added. This updated feature allows
members to enter a key word or phrase and they will be given
a listing of all online documents pertaining to their search
including all Birch Barks, Board Meeting Minutes as well as
our Covenants and Restrictions and By-Laws. A great tool to
allow members to research an issue.
Future updates that will be completed by Mid-March include
five games: Battleship, Tetris, Chess, Concentration and TicTac-Toe will all be available for members to enjoy. Also
available Mid-March will be several Educational Resources
like a square root calculator, inches vs. centimeters
conversion, Fahrenheit vs. Centigrade conversion and a
compound interest calculator to name a few. By adding the
games and educational pages I hope to encourage members to
sign up for access to the Members Only area of the Web Site
and begin using this resource. Also plan on adding a Camping
page and ATV / ORV page.
There are some updates that need to be done that are beyond
my skills and the quote to have these done by a professional
Web Designer has been added to today’s agenda. When the
site was first created the database allowed us to send an email
to all members with email addresses on file which we have
223 at present time, but that function no longer works due to
the code being corrupted at some point. Also, when members
sign up for a login and password to the Members Only Area
their accounts must be linked to a valid member in the
database for the login and password to allow access.
Unfortunately this had not always been done in the past so
many members who have registered cannot actually log in.
Code can be created to allow the site to give us a list of all
these logins that are not linked as they should be so we can
correct the problem. Also, presently the database does not
allow you to edit or delete Board or Committee minutes once
posted to the Web Site and in case of errors it should be
updated to allow this. The quote covers all three repairs and
enhancements.
Conservation Committee – Report by Tom Dorcey. Tom has
blue bird houses at his home for interested members to pick
up. They must be placed in pairs about 40’ apart.
Election Committee – None.
Entrance Committee – None.
Environmental Protection Committee – Report by Dennis
Karlson. Monthly status report, March 2007. One request to
remove trees near drive to improve access around pole barn
reviewed and approved 2/18/07. One request for sunroom
removal and replacement with 17’ x 18’ addition with
footings. Also one tree to be removed. Site inspected and
plans reviewed and approved 2/26/07. One request for
contiguous lot status now that house is on site; approved
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2/28/07. The EPC committee will be meeting this month to
review the first draft with the changes being recommended to
11 of the policies governed within EPC. Anticipate completed
policy package to be forwarded to Board of Directors for
review and approval in April ’07.
Future Planning Committee – None.
Seedling and Sapling Committees – None.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Barb Adair lot 61 – Supports advertising with the Silver Ridge
Festival and feels $300.00 is a very small investment for
exposure to the size of crowds expected with acts such as
Carrie Underwood and Jeff Foxworthy.
Jerry Bridges lot 158 – Also supports advertising with the
festival.
Marty Perkins lot 1095 – In response to the Presidents report
on emergency first responders, he was at the meeting and was
told that if it is a severe emergency like heart attack the first
responder can go directly to the scene. Marty is also confused
on the gate issue – we hired a contractor to install and they
said that our equipment from the old gate would work with the
new but now it feels like we are being dumped on by this
company now that the hardware is installed and they are
having problems getting the software to work. Marty also feels
the entire issue of installing the new gate should have been
brought before the members using an opinion poll before the
money was spent.
Arnie Van Overbeke lot 1111 – May of 2006 motion was
made and approved by the board for an emergency siren that
would not cost the association anything. Is also concerned
over our street signs not being readable and not having any
signs directing use of the new emergency exit. Can we get that
siren? Can we get new signs? States that last year we had one
home burn and a camper blow up. If something severe does
happen not everyone knows how to access the emergency
exit.
Matt Lucas lot 405 – Supports advertising at the Silver Ridge
Music Festival. Also expresses concern over delays in
installation of the new gate system and feels a responsible
company would have known in advance if there were going to
be any software problems.
Mike Turner lot 86 – States that there are grants available to
cover the cost of installing an emergency siren.
Marty Perkins lot 1095 – Asks if an application for a grant for
the emergency siren was ever sent. 1st Vice President Marvin
Frayer responds that one has not.
Greg Hernden lots 533, 534 – Going back to November and
December of last year he has been involved in working with
Lincoln Township regarding response time for the fire
department. A few months ago Fred Witchell wrote a letter
asking that guidelines be changed to improve response time –
not just in White Birch but in the entire Lake George area. In
January the supervisor came up with a plan to allow the three
first responders living in WBL to create a rotating schedule so
one of them could go directly to the scene and begin
emergency procedures. The supervisor brought it to a vote at
the January meeting which came to a vote of 2 to 2. The
township clerk brought up concern over liability. Then at the
Condensed Board Meeting Minutes continued on Page 5
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February meeting the supervisor brought it up for another
vote. But before the meeting the township clerk confronted
Greg regarding a tape recording of comments from a WBL
February meeting where Greg had made the statements about
the clerk “playing the liability” card. This tape recording was
brought in by Mary Cox Perkins. Due to this it was voted
down 3 to 2. Greg doesn’t understand why anyone would be
against this, we all would have benefited from this change and
Greg does not understand why Mary Cox Perkins took the
action she did.
MEETING RECESS AT THIS POINT.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Election Procedures – Director Brian Kozlowski moves to
accept the absentee ballot application to be published in the
March Birch Bark. Second by 2nd Vice President Greg
Hernden. Director Brian Kozlowski suggests changing the
deadline date from July 4th to Tuesday July 3rd at 4pm. All in
favor, motion carried.
Election Procedures continued – President Al Isaac reads
correspondence from Judy Gute thanking the Board for
receiving and reviewing her recommendations. Al states the
Board has reviewed last year’s procedure and the
recommendations from Mrs. Gute. Director Bob Adair moves
to adopt the procedures used last year for this year’s election.
Second by Director Sharon Bridges. All in favor, motion
carried.
Web Site Update - $320.00 for repairs and upgrades as
outlined in the Communications Committee report. Director
Brian Kozlowski moves to accept. Second by Director Bob
Adair. All in favor, motion carried.
Executive Committee Resolution – President Al Isaac explains
that in the past there has been an Executive Committee
consisting of three Board members, so if needed, items could
be directed to that smaller body for communication and
clarification instead of waiting for the entire Board to
convene. Director Brian Kozlowski resolves to form said
committee. Second by Director Bob Adair. Director Sharon
Bridges states that precedent has been set for this committee to
exist. Director Brian Kozlowski states our By-laws specify
this committee can be composed of two or more Directors. All
in favor, motion carried.
Executive Committee Appointments – President Al Isaac asks
if the Board feels 3 members are acceptable. All agree.
President Al Isaac recommends himself, Director Bob Adair
and 1st Vice President Marvin Frayer be placed on this
committee. President Al Isaac calls for a vote, all in favor,
committee is formed. President Al Isaac explains that this
committee is in no way taking power from the entire Board
but will simply help to improve communications.
Appointment of Nominating Committee Chair – President Al
Isaac appoints Director Brian Kozlowski to head this
committee to seek qualified candidates for this year’s
elections.
NEW BUSINESS
Audit Bids – Manager Gail White reports that McMahon
Thompson stated a substantial increase and recommended we
go out for bids. Murray and Associates from Mt. Pleasant
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quoted $2,100.00 but does not state much experience with
Associations. Weinlander Fitzhugh came in at $3,000.00
which is all inclusive for one year – no additional charges for
extra calls, etc. Director Brian Kozlowski moves to accept the
Weinlander Fitzhugh proposal. Second by 1st Vice President
Marvin Frayer. All in favor, motion carried.
Motion to move into a closed session by 1st Vice President
Marvin Frayer to cover legal and personnel. Second by
Director Brian Kozlowski. All in favor, motion carried.
President Al Isaac calls Board back to open session after
discussion.
Motion by Director Brian Kozlowski to accept settlement
regarding Steve and Louis Bryant including lot 365. Second by
1st Vice President Marvin Frayer. All in favor, motion carried.
.Motion to adjourn by Vice President Marvin Frayer. Second
by Director Bob Adair. All in favor, motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 12:14pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Todd Graham - Secretary

ANNUAL TREE SALE HELPS CONSERVATION DISTRICT
More than 50 plant species are now available through the
Clare (and Gladwin) Conservation District annual tree
seedling sale. The small, bare-root seedlings will be
distributed April 27th, 1:00p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and April 28th,
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Clare County Fairgrounds at
the barn located south of the Grandstand. But you must
act now. The deadline for orders is April 9th. Order
forms and brief descriptions of trees, shrubs, seedlings, and
perennials that are available can be obtained at the WBLRA
clubhouse in the rack by the pool attendant’s office and at
the County Courthouse in the new part of the lower level in
the Clare Conservation District Office.
You can also obtain an order form from www.clarecd.org
The Conservation District offices statewide are subject to
drastic budget reductions enacted by Governor Granholm.
The tree sale directly supports the Clare Conservation
District office so they can provide many valuable services to
local landowners. Some examples of the services provided
are the annual poster contest for the local school children
and a scholarship for a local high school child. The CCD
was instrumental in securing a grant to restore the wetlands
behind Harrison High and Harrison Middle School and
helped WBLRA install a dry hydrant for the use of Lincoln
Township Fire Department in case of a fire here in our
community. They can put people in contact with a
conservationist that will write the grant for worthwhile
conservation projects.
1-Pick up order form, make your selections, write a
check and send it to Clare Conservation District, P.O. Box
356, Harrison, MI 48625 by April 9.
2-Watch for postcard stating pickup dates.
3-Go to Clare Co. Fairground Apr. 27 or 28
4-Check your order before leaving.
5-Planting should be done as soon as possible.

Page 6

March 2007

The Birch Bark

Application for Absentee Ballot for 2007 White Birch Lakes
Recreational Association Annual Meeting
To be held on July 21, 2007
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association’s Bylaws provide that members may vote by absentee ballot by
requesting a ballot, in writing, by mail or in person at the WBLRA office.
If you choose to vote by absentee ballot in the 2007 election, you must complete this application and return it to
the WBLRA office.
THERE WILL BE O BALLOT I THE BIRCH BARK
ABSETEE BALLOTS WILL BE SET OUT AFTER JUE 1, 2007. TO RECEIVE A ABSETEE
BALLOT, THIS APPLICATIO MUST BE RECEIVED I THE OFFICE BEFORE TUESDAY JULY
3, 2007 AT 4:00 P.M.
Name _______________________________
Last

Address

__________________________
First

_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Lot Number(s)
___________________________________
(Note: You may only vote for lots upon which you pay an assessment. Contiguous status lots do not have voting
rights)
Member’s Signature: (By signing this application, the undersigned certifies that they are an owner of the listed
lot(s), that they are a member in good standing, that they intend to submit an absentee ballot for the lot(s) listed
and that they will not permit a non-member, or a member not in good standing to vote using the absentee
ballot(s) they will be issued.)

___________________________________________
Signature
Please return this application, when completed, to WBLRA, 4730 Lake Dr., Farwell, MI 48622
If you have any questions, or do not receive a ballot, please contact us at 989-588-2853 or e-mail
manager@whitebirch.org
Office use only
Membership status verified ____________
Ballot Number issued ____________
Initials
Not verified ____________
Initials
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

From the Mailbox

INCOME
Membership
Delinquent
Interest

•
•
•

•

Condolences to the family of James Lawson of
4840 Elm Run..
Condolences to the family of Phyllis Adams of
4631 Mockingbird Circle.
Red Hat Ladies will meet Mon., Apr.2 at noon at
the clubhouse for soup and a swim or movie.
Bring a can of your favorite soup and swim suit.
Please note special hours during Spring break for
swimming on Page 2.

$9,001.25
4,093.25
724.31

Misc.
Advertising

15.00

Sales

95.50

Campground
EPC Fees
TOTAL INCOME

540.00
55.00
$14,524.31

EXPENSES
Administration

$10,754.56

Office Expense

2,806.06

Road Maintenance

1,587.52

Clubhouse Maintenance

5,555.22

Campground Maintenance

1,167.52

Entrance Costs

609.38

Capital Improvements

425.52

General Assoc. Maintenance

59.26

Maintenance Building

118.50

Goods for Resale

538.59

Spec. Events/Activities
Professional Costs
Boards & Committees

829.00
66.35

Security

873.07

Lakes
Taxes and Insurance

393.19
347.20

TOTAL EXPENSES

$26,130.94

COMPLETE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CAN BE
OBTAINED AT THE WHITE BIRCH LAKES OFFICE

Rates for advertising in the Birch Bark $15.00
Business card sized ad
Articles for the Birch Bark addressed to:
4730 Lake Rd., Farwell, MI 48622-9618
or contact Jan Isaac, Email – ajjisaac@toast.net

Advertise in the Birch Bark
To advertise in the Birch Bark, please call the White Birch
Lakes office at (989) 588-2853. Payment must be made
prior to listing. Fees and ads must be submitted by the 15th
of the month for publication in the following month’s
issue. Business cards must be clear enough for clean
scanning. Make checks payable to White Birch Lakes
Recreational Association to the attention of the Birch
Bark for accounting purposes. Thank you.

White Birch Lakes Recreational Association does not endorse and is not responsible for
products and/or services advertised in the newsletter.

White
Birch
Page
8 Lakes Recreational Assoc.
4730 Lake Rd.
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Farwell, MI 48622-9618

REQUEST FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT
INSIDE THIS ISSUE - PAGE 6

SCHEDULE
Clubhouse Hours
8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Mon., Thurs.
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Tues., Fri.
8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sat.
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Sun
Closed Wednesday
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon., Tues., Fri.
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Thurs.
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Sat.
Closed Sunday and Wednesday
Pool Hours
4:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Mon., Thurs.
10:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m., Sat.
1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Sun.
Closed Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday
--SEE SPECIAL HOURS FOR SPRING BREAK ON
PAGE 2--

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.whitebirch.org

Community Calendar
Apr. 7, 2007 – Easter Egg Hunt, Children ages 1-12
10:00 a.m. at the Clubhouse (Details on page 2)
Apr. 14, 2007 – Board of Directors Regular Meeting
9:00 a.m. at the Clubhouse

