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POOL HOURS FEBRUARY - MARCH
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
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Sunday

4:00 pm
Closed
Closed
4:00 pm
Closed
10:00 am
1:00 pm

8:00 am
8:00 am
Closed
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
Closed

Smiling member’s
just having fun and
enjoying themselves
with their family and
friends here at
WBLRA.

8:30 pm

ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUIREMENTS
8:30 pm
8:30 pm
4:30 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

This is what it’s all
about … this is what
we love to see!

4:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:00 pm
4:00 pm
12:00 pm

COMMUNITY EVENT & MEETING
SCHEDULE
03/06/06

E.P.C.

7:00 pm

03/11/06

Board Meeting

9:00 am

03/11/06

Raffle Award

At Board Mtg.

03/20/06

Conservation

6:30 am

03/27/06

Communications

7:00 pm

04/08/06

Easter Egg Hunt

1:00 pm

05/27/06

Annual Yard Sale

06/02/06

Blood Drive

9:00 am - 3:00
pm
1:00pm – 7:00
pm

The process for receiving absentee ballots for the
election of the WBLRA Board of Directors has
been changed to comply with our By-Laws.
Details will be published in the March edition of the
Birch Bark.

SECURITY GATE
Please be advised that there is a $50 charge for
repairing the front gate if it is not broken by accident.
The office is going to start enforcing these charges and
if the person breaking the gate does not wish to pay the
charge, it will be added to their assessment.
The gate has been broken 3 times in the last month
and all occurrences have been recorded on tape so we
know who is responsible.
The first time was an accident, the second and third
times were deliberate. The Office was not called or
notified in any way by the people responsible for the
damage.
Property owners need to remember if you have
friends that come into the association under your
number that you are responsible for their actions and
you will be billed if they break the gate.
Depending on what happens at the gate and how it
is broken, the Sheriff's Dept. may be called.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
st
1 Vice President
nd
2 Vice President
Director
Director
Director
Director
Secretary
Treasurer

Marty Perkins
Ken Passage
Al Isaac
Dave Conley
Marvin Frayer
Scott Hayer
Dan Holzer
Carrie Forfinski
Priscilla Moore

FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS
Board Members Present:
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 A.M. by
President Marty Perkins. Present were 1st Vice
President Ken Passage, 2nd Vice President Al Isaac,
Directors, Dave Conley, Marv Frayer, Scott Hayer,
Dan Holzer, Treasurer Priscilla Moore, Secretary Carrie
Forfinski
Manager Present: Gail White
Board of Directors - Actions Taken:
Approved January meeting minutes with amendments.
Board heard treasurer’s and manager’s report and
approved payables.
Approved $1,000.00 for pool cover.
Motion made and passed that all fund transfers
between major categories in the budget must be
approved by the board prior to transfer.
Appointed Al Isaac Chair of the Nominating Committee.
Appointed Ken Passage Chair of the Tellers
Committee.
Approved extending the manager’s contract to
February of 2008.

PRESIDENTS CORNER
Hello WBLRA Members,
With the end of this fiscal year coming to an end, we
have to ask ourselves: Did we do the best that we
could?
I feel that this board did what it set out to do. We

STAFF AND COMMITTEES
Activities
Campgrounds
Communications
Conservation
Entrance
Environmental
Future Planning
Manager
Security
Seedlings &
Saplings

Toni Passage
Fred Witchell
Terry Obrecht
Mike Turner
Theresa Turner
Chick Witchell
Tom Crook
Gail White
Tom Forman
Tina Hayer
Joe Romine

588-2483
588-6797
588-0347
588-6496
588-6496
588-6797
588-0202
588-2853
588-7066
588-0496
588-3155

have room for improvement; you could say we are a
work in progress.
From the new motions that have been made in the
last couple months and with the suggestions from the
auditors, I feel WBLRA is on its way to becoming more
stable and productive which is in the best interest of the
association.
I am excited about the conservation projects we have
in the works and I am sure we will be asking for
volunteers to help with some of the FUN jobs to be
done this spring at Timber Lake. I am also excited
about our speaker series hitting it off on Wednesday,
February 22. The guest speaker should be presenting
us with a great deal of valuable information on how we
can care for our trees and improve the health of our
natural surroundings.
Last but not least, I thank you all that put so much
work into the communications. My phone rings 2-3
times a week just to tell me how nice the paper & web
site are coming along, again thank you for your hard
work.
Have a nice Feb.
Marty Perkins, President

BLOOD DRIVE
WBLRA will be hosting a blood
drive on Friday, June 2, 2006 from
1:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Club House.
Michigan Community Blood
Centers will be supplying the office
with fliers and the office will start
scheduling appointments in May.
Please call the office at (989) 5882853 if you are interested in
participating.
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Committee which outlined several changes. These
changes were approved by the board on December 10,
2005.

COMMUNITY CORNER
 A BIG thank you to Sally’s Dad and Dan for getting
Mary and Terry out of the ditch on Spruce and Pine
Run.
 Our condolences go to the family and friends of Angie
McGraw who passed away earlier this month.
 Our sympathy goes out to Tim and Pat Toner with the
death of Tim’s mother this week.
 A special well wish to Shirley and Bill Ferrell during
these winter months.
 Lenore Hayer wishes to thank Gail White for the
professionalism and accuracy in all she does.



Part of the proposed changes was to include
additional pages to the newsletter and an annual
budget of $5,510.24. This budget covers the cost of
producing and mailing of 10,944 newsletters per year at
a cost of .503 cents per issue. Another change was the
return to the use of first class postage as opposed to
bulk mail which ensures more members will actually
receive their newsletters timely.
Realizing that there would be a .05 cent increase per
issue over past budgets of $5,000.00, the board
approved offering businesses the opportunity to buy ad
space to assist in lowering the total cost. If the
committee is able to sell an average of (3) ads per
month, the cost increase would be totally negated.

DON’T WANT YOUR NEWSLETTER
DELIVERED?
There is a sign up sheet at the clubhouse for anyone
that would like to pick their newsletter up at the
clubhouse rather than have it mailed to them.

CLASSIFIED ADS
 White Birch resident will do light tree work, snow
blowing, etc., Best Prices anywhere, references
available, commercially insured bucket truck, call Mark
at (989) 588-4975 or cell number (314) 581-1673
 White Birch resident will do snow blowing this winter,
lawn care in the spring summer and fall, and will do
painting and minor home repair, reliable and
reasonable rates, call anytime (989) 588-6568 ask for
Jerry
 Golf clubs, Men’s full size, Palm Springs, extra sized
grips, $150.00. Women’s Spalding golf clubs, re-griped,
$35.00, bags included. (989) 588-3338, Marty & Mary
Perkins

There’s still time to buy your raffle tickets for the
handcrafted cabinet from Herb Breen with all proceeds
to be donated to the playground equipment fund. For
details, please see the January Birch Bark or visit the
“Highlights” section in the member’s area of the WBLRA
website at www.whitebirch.org.
Members can still fill out the “Permanent Shed”
survey. It is available for downloading from the
member’s area of the WBLRA website.


NEWSLETTER COST QUESTION
After evaluating past newsletters and taking into
consideration the membership’s request for more
relevant information to be provided to them, a proposal
was submitted to the board by the Communications
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CONDENSED MONTHLY INCOME STATEMENT
Jan. 1 - Jan. 31, 2006
Jan. 1 –
Jan. 31,
2006
INCOME

5,858.00

Year To
Date

2005/2006
BUDGET

422,088.42

435,400.00

Asset Transfer Grader
TOTAL
INCOME

27,500.00
5,858.00

422,088.42

462,900.00

EXPENSES
Exec. Payroll

10,565.44

124,725.04

143,700.00

Office Expense

1,332.19

16,576.63

14,150.00

Roads
Clubhouse
Maintenance
Campground
Maintenance
Entrance Costs
Capital
Improvements
Gen. Assoc.
Maintenance
Maintenance
Bldg.
Goods for
Resale
Special Events

3,171.71

58,252.24

60,200.00

4,906.56

59,012.54

730.45

21,965.64

340.89

5,652.90

667.87

4,588.91

2,510.87

29,307.55

89.74

2,074.85

285.26

4,924.73

54.86

1,472.90

1,000.00

37.00

7,406.87

6,290.00

0.00
1,096.56

384.38
15,344.27

13,000.00

EPC Costs

0.00

66.05

0.00

Lake Costs

353.34

16,813.02

21,300.00

0.00
2,492.39
0.00
28,635.13

22,731.34
27,416.29
829.00
419,545.15

20,000.00
29,000.00
0.00
462,900.00

Prof. Costs
Bd. &
Committees
Security

Taxes & Insur.
Debt Retire.
Lot Purchases
TOTALS
CASH BAL.
BY FUND

01/31/06

General

18,758.44

Reserve

65,423.70

Petty Cash
Development
Fund
Spa Fund

125.00
24,500.00

29,160.00
6,000.00
25,000.00
24,000.00
3,000.00
5,350.00

1,050.00

We have been asked about the collection policy for
back owing assessments.
The following policy was adopted by the board on
May 10, 2003.
One-year of assessments owed:
Article III, sections 6 and 7, Article XIV, section 2, and
C & R Article I, section C, subsection 3 and Article I,
section E.:
Member will lose all membership privileges, including
but not limited to the use of the clubhouse, lakes,
campground and pavilion, serving on any committee,
voting during elections and permits for property
improvements will not be issued. Public comments
stated at Board Meetings by property owners with
unpaid assessments will be recorded as having been
made by a “member not in good standing”. Suspension
of membership will remain in effect until any and all lot
assessments, interest and fines are paid in full or a
monthly or quarterly payment agreement has been
signed and adhered to. Privileges will be suspended for
violation of any agreed upon payment plan. Payment
plan will require all owed assessments be paid in full
before the end of the current fiscal year. A paymentprocessing fee will be added to each monthly or
quarterly payment.
More than one year of assessments owed:
A lien will be placed against property and outstanding
assessments will be reported to credit agencies to
reflect as an unpaid debt on credit reports.
Lots with assessments of two years or more unpaid
shall be brought before the Board of Directors. At this
point the Board of Directors may choose to take legal
action that may include the foreclosure of property and
garnishment of wages. Collection of assessments may
also be turned over to a collection agency. All fees
incurred by the Association during collection will be
added to assessments owed. Property owners may
choose to turn ownership of lots with unpaid
assessments over to the Association as payment.
If you have any questions about this policy, please
contact the office.

WBLRA POLICIES

943.26

Furniture Fund

3,253.19

Playground

1,177.12

TOTAL CASH

60,700.00

MANAGER’S NOTE

114,180.71

A new page has been added to the web site in the
member’s area where WBLRA policies will remain
posted for future member reference. Check it out at:
www.whitebirch.org
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SUPER BOWL PARTY and AWARD WINNING
CHILI COOK-OFF RESULTS
A close Super Bowl game, pots of chili, snacks and
desserts…could it be any better? Well, if you were
Theresa Turner and Marilyn Lesperance, you could add
the football pool winnings. They won the first half and
final score boxes and each took home ¼ of the amount
of boxes sold.
In the chili competition, Mike Turner won best overall
with a combination of tasty chili and visual presentation
with his “Ice Fishing Chili”. He won a cook’s mug, blue
ribbon and a certificate granting him bragging rights
until the next cook-off.

WBLRA COUNTRY STORE
This is an absolutely awesome idea and we need
your help to make the event a success!
On May 27, 2006, for one day only, the Activities
Committee will be magically transforming the WBLRA
bus stop and surrounding area into the “Country Store”.

Plenty of fun and laughter and good food were
enjoyed by everyone else who came out that day. We
will no doubt do the chili thing again, so get your
recipes ready and try to topple King Mike next time.
th

The event raised $153 for the 4 of July picnic we are
planning this year, and thanks to all who participated
and helped with set up and cleaning.


YOU WANT IT…YOU GOT IT
Check out www.whitebirch.org for the latest White
Birch Lakes Recreational Association Thursday night
weather report located in the member’s area!

The County Store plans to sell member donated items
during the annual yard sale with the proceeds going
st
th
towards the 1 Annual, 4 of July Member Picnic
rd
(actually planned for the 3 of July) where there will be
fun, food and laughs for all members!
The store will feature baked goods like cookies, cakes,
pies, homemade bread, ice cream floats, handmade art
and craft items and much, much more! Maybe we can
even talk Mike Turner into selling his award winning chili!
We need as many members as possible to participate
to ensure the Country Store and member picnic is a
success. So please, if anyone would like to donate their
time, baked goods and/or craft items please contact the
Activities Committee. Any unsold items will be returned to
the donor.

WHITE BIRCH LAKES ANNUAL YARD SALE
One Day Only!
This is your opportunity to conduct a Yard Sale on
your property. All publicity and newspaper advertising
is furnished at no cost to you!
Open to all WBLRA property owners. This annual
event attracts hundreds of shoppers so please plan
now, clean out the garage and storage areas.
Sign up sheet will be posted at the Clubhouse.
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ASK THE BOARD
ANSWER:
If members have a question they would like to ask
the board or a particular committee, they can do so here.
Member questions and responses will be posted as soon
as they are received from the person or group
responsible for providing the answer.
Please limit your questions in good taste to 500
words and then mail/email them in care of the board
member or group from which you would like a response.
Be sure to put “Ask the Board” in the subject line.

******
QUESTION:
1st Off, allow me to say how great these changes are to
the web site as well as our newsletter. What I would like
to see is some real-time weather reports showing us parttime residents what exactly are the weather conditions on
our property. For example, we see the recent forecast
through the current link that a major snow event occurred
but how much snow is exactly on the ground at WBL?
With this information, a family could plan on using our
"Recreational Association" to its fullest if one chooses to
do so. Can we engage the volunteer efforts of a resident
to post such information to our area?
Don Fritz Jr., Lot/s #1069 & 1070

That's a very good question! To my knowledge nothing
has been discussed and nothing has been planned.
That does not mean someone else may have
discussed it, but it was not done at a meeting of the full
board in the last 18 months. I think you are also correct
that it may be something appropriate for the futures
committee to discuss. As always thanks for the heads
up and for what I also believe to be the correct
interpretation of the intent of the bylaws and zoning.
Al Isaac, Liaison to Future Planning
QUESTION:
I would like to compliment your policy of open
communication. I especially like the new newsletter and
the information and new look to the website. For a
person who doesn't live there year round, I appreciate
being informed about the operations of White Birch. I
know that payroll is a necessary thing to operating an
association, but should it cost us roughly 40% of our
income? Is this a normal percentage in the cost of
operations? Has anyone checked other associations
and done comparable surveys? I really like White Birch
and would like to see it maintained without our dues
going any higher. Just concerned that we are getting
what we are paying for.

ANSWER:
What a great idea! Yes, I think we could have an updated
weather report added to our website. We could look out
the window easily and even take measurements of the
snow. I have said many times that this was a better way
of doing the weather report anyway. Then we could put
an updated version back on the web page.
Marty Perkins, President
QUESTION:
What is the planned development for the two lots the
association owns on the other side of Old State and how
does the association intend to deal with the prohibition of
building anything other than a single family residence on
a numbered lot within the association? To do so would
require a majority vote of the members and redesignating the parcels as commons on the plats. Any
structure would have to be a private common facility not
open to the public and with no commercial use. What
would be the practical purpose of holding on to them?

Kathy Lutz, Lot #225
ANSWER:
I would like to say thank you for your letter. There are a
lot of good folks here at WBLRA that work very hard to
get this information out to our members. I know the
payroll seems pretty high; I want to assure you that this
board is very aware of the issue. We are still trying to
find ways to cut cost. We are currently exploring the
possibility of utilizing workers with internships from local
collages and available state funded programs. Another
big plus and possibility is employing local youths here
at WBLRA that would be willing to work during the
summer. I will also look into the percentage that other
comparable associations are paying in regards to their
payroll. I do take being on this board very seriously, I
too want to get as much as we can for the money we
pay. The board did set assessments for 2006/2007 at
$375.00.
Marty Perkins, President

Terry Obrecht, Lot #251
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JUST ASK - EMAIL ADDRESSES

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS
By Tina Hayer

Marty Perkins, President

martyperkins@sbcglobal.net

st

Ken Passage, 1 V.P.
Liaison/Communications

kpassage@hotmail.com

nd

Al Isaac, 2 V.P.
Liaison/Future Planning

ajjisaac@toast.net

Dave Conley, Director
Liaison/Activities

manager@whitebirch.org

Marv Frayer, Director
Liaison/Campgrounds
and Security

manager@whitebirch.org

Scott Hayer, Director
Liaison/E.P.C.

lakesidescott@yahoo.com

Dan Holzer, Director
Liaison/Conservation

manager@whitebirch.org

Michigan winters are long, cold, and sometimes quite
depressing. Our children thought maybe they could bring
a smile to some of our members that don't get out very
often. On Saturday they were busy making cookies and
Valentine bags to give away. It was a lot of fun. The
bags were delivered on Valentines Day and they sure
did bring a lot of smiles. I would like to thank all that
helped make the cookies and bags. Our children hope
you all had a wonderful Valentines Day. There will be no
meeting in March.

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 8, 2006 at 1:00 P.M. at the Clubhouse


LOCAL NUMBERS FOR REFERENCE

It is almost time for the White Birch Bunny to hop
around our woods and leave hundreds of eggs filled with
candy and prizes for our children. To make this event a
success we will be looking for any donations of candy or
prizes from our members. This event is getting bigger
and better every year from all of your help. We had
around 60 children last year. Please help us have the
biggest and best Easter Egg Hunt yet.
If you wish to make a donation, please just drop it off
at the Clubhouse. It would be greatly appreciated.
Thank You, Tina Hayer and Joe Romine

E.P.C. REPORT
Clare County Animal Control

989-539-2458

By Tina Hayer

Clare County Sheriff

989-539-7166

Clare County Transit

989-539-1473

Clare County Treasurer

989-539-7801

The EPC Committee would like to announce the
approval of Mr. and Mrs. Neitzel’s new residence on
lot 45. Tree removal on lot 475 was approved in order for
the owners to get a bigger camper in this year. The blue
tarp on lot 580 has been removed from the roof and new
shingles were installed. Our committee is excited to
inform our members that the existing foundation on lot
208 has been sold and we would like to welcome the
new owners and will be excited to see the finished
home.

Consumers Energy

1-800-477-5050

Farwell Board of Education

989-588-9917

Farwell Bus Garage

989-588-9111

Farwell Post Office

989-588-2889

Lincoln Township Fire Dept.

989-588-9402

Lincoln Township Treasurer

988-588-2574

Mid-Michigan Medical Center

989-802-5000

Mid-Michigan Urgent Care

989-386-9911

Poison Control (National)

1-800-222-2122
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TIME TO CONSIDER PLANTING TREES

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

By: Mike Turner

Many of you have noticed that some members seem
to plant trees on their property almost every spring. Many
members have probably noticed the many 2-3 feet tall
spruces and pines that Tony Varga and family have
planted along their lots on Mockingbird Circle. Tony and
his family have been known to take the ENTIRE
weekend, from Friday evening to late Sunday evening
and spend it digging holes, planting the trees and then
watering the trees. Several times Tony has said that he
wonders if it will all be worth it.
Well Tony, in my opinion, it will be worth it.
Here is why: You took the time to not just think
about planting trees, but to actually plant the trees.
In 10 years when those trees are 10-15 feet tall,
members that didn’t take the time to plant trees will still
be saying…”I remember watching Tony plant those trees
and now look how tall those trees are.” Others will be
saying, “You can barely see Vargas’ Manor through all
those trees.”
Most members probably don’t even realize that the
predominant trees on many lots within WBL are Aspen.
Aspen is the fourth largest forest type (acres) in Michigan.
The average life expectancy of Aspen is 30-40 years.
They are an early succession species that require full sun
for seedlings to survive.
After the Aspen have died out what will be left in “your
forest?” Most lots will contain: some Red Maples, a few
White oaks, some shrubs and possibly some White pine
that were blown in. That is UNLESS the owners take the
time to PLAN their forest and like Tony Varga, plant the
species they would like to see in 10-20-or even 30 years.

We begged, we pleaded and then we threatened until
Mike finally forked over the recipe!
So here it is:

WBL - WINNING CHILI RECIPE
From Mike Turner’s Kitchen
1-lbs cooked and drained ground spicy sausageItalian or Sage
2-lbs cooked and drained ground beef
3-4 cans “Chili hot beans” with gravy
2-cans mushrooms-if desired
2-stalks chopped celery-if desired
½ cup chili powder
¼ cup celery salt
½-1 cup Hot Spicy Mustard-Honey Mustard tastes
great
¼ cup Black Pepper-Coarse
½ cup Hot Sauce-Tabasco-Franks or similar
½ cup chopped green onions
½ cup chopped red onions
¼ cup oregano
¼ cup parsley
2 cups green onions-for garnish
1-lbs. shredded cheese-Jalapeño and tomato basil
flavored-for garnish.
Cook chili 8 hours the day before serving and 4-8
more hours the day of serving.
Serve with corn bread-if desired.
ENJOY!!!!

Take the time to walk through your lot this winter and
look at the trees.
Notice the size, species and composition or make up
and try to imagine what the lot would look like after all the
Aspen have died and fallen down. Would you like to see
some other species? If so, look through catalogs, order
forms, go to: http://www.arborday.org and/or
http://www.clarecd.org or call the local Soil Conservation
District to receive information about tree species to plant
on your property.
Don’t be the member that says, “I wish I would have
planted those trees.” Be the member that says, “I’m glad I
planted those trees.”
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JANUARY 14, 2006 – APPROVED BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. All Directors present: Marty Perkins, Ken Passage, Al Isaac, Scott Hayer,
Dave Conley, Marv Frayer, and Dan Holzer.
Pledge and prayer were given.
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: Marty Perkins makes additions to agenda of Christmas bonuses and also of the handling of
land properties and their sales. Motion made to approve agenda by Scott Hayer and seconded by Al Isaac.
Motion made by Ken Passage and seconded by Dan Holzer to approve November and December minutes. Motion
passed.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Priscilla Moore states that for the month of December the total income was $14,604.40 and
total expenses were $37,869.05 with a cash balance of $137,156.16. $20,000 was moved from reserves to general
account in order to pay bills leaving $52,000 in reserves which may be needed for February bills, therefore only leaving
a small balance for the new year. Clarification of permit cost and refund requested to be resolved when treasurer has
opportunity to review records. Road maintenance of snow removal, salt and fuel discussed. Fuel listed as “other”.
Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report by Al Isaac and supported by Scott Hayer. Motion carried.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Letter is available by Marty Perkins. Marty Perkins states that as a board member he is
entrusted to run the association according to the By-Laws and Covenants and Restrictions of which he takes the
responsibility very seriously. He further states that it is his responsibility to look into any questions of financial matters
that may affect the membership in order to benefit the association as a whole despite any criticism that may occur.
States that he has and will continue in the future to do his responsibilities with the best of intentions for the association.
Al Isaac requests that all members of the board become more unified without any personal attacks. If there are any
personal issues that need to be addressed, these issues should be handled personally.
CORRESPONDENCE: (Letters available at office) Gail White reads a letter from Lenore Hayer about the workshop
meeting held on January 6, 2006. States that there is a discrepancy about the president’s mention at the meeting about
payment on her lot and states that she has evidence of payment from the bank and manager. Further requests an
apology. Also a letter from Chick Witchell, chairperson of EPC in regards to the association’s assessment fees to
campers who leave their units on their property after the deadline. States that she delayed sending out the letters
informing campers due to some circumstances told to her by management. Was told that the camper who received the
letter despite these circumstances was satisfied with why he received the letter after meeting with Gail White. Copy of
letter mailed is attached and can also be found in the office.
MANAGER’S REPORT: Gail states that the part for the gate arrived and will be installed Tuesday. The company has
agreed to give Doug some troubleshooting information and also some direction as to where he can go for further
training to fix the gate in the future. Gail contacted Doug Jacobson and received fax in regards to an update of contacts
for collection and audit work of a non-paying member. Letter available in office. Thank you to those who helped with the
clearing for the emergency exit.
Motion by Scott Hayer supported by Dave Conley to pay bill bills. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORT:
Security: Tom Forman states that there was a light post hit at the gate. On January 3 the empty houses were checked
for any problems with no concerns found. On January 4, there was a B&E on Hemlock. Sheriff Department was
contacted. Suggests that a reward of $500 be offered to find who is responsible. Also requests that the neighborhood
watch direct any concerns to security who will then contact the Sheriff Department.
Activities: Toni Passage reminds everyone of the Super Bowl Party and the Chili Cook-Off on February 5. They are
discussing a St. Patrick’s Day Party as well.
Entrance: Theresa Turner thanks all of those who helped with decorations and states that the next event will be Easter.
EPC: Tina Hayer states that there was a tree removal, the approval of the emergency exit, and two requests for
contiguous lot status. Survey sent out in Birch Bark and awaiting return of those. Concern about a lot with foundation in
place but nothing further for four years. Committee requests the board to contact David Dreyer for the best way to
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JANUARY 14, 2006 – APPROVED BOARD MEETING MINUTES Continued…
handle this situation. Marty Perkins discusses options offered by David Dreyer. Also the option of a builder who can
complete the project is discussed.
Futures: Tom Crook absent. Due to his schedule being very busy he requests that the board may want to attempt to
find someone to chair this committee who can offer more time. He states that he is not resigning but will step aside
from his chair position once someone else can be found. As another alternative he suggests that this committee be
merged with the Conservation committee.
Seedlings: Tina Hayer states that the raffle tickets for the cabinet donated by Herb Breen are available in pool
attendant area. Also restates that all of the money will go towards the playground equipment fund.
Communications: Terry Obrecht states that the website is in the process of updating. They are beginning to gather
all of those that are interested in advertising in the Birch Bark. Go to “Ask the Board” on the website for any questions
concerning the Board Meetings or questions for the board.
th
nd
Conservation: Mike Turner states that the next meeting is January 16 . February 22 at 7:00 p.m., there will be an
informational meeting on forest health for the membership in regards to gypsy moths and emerald ash borer.
Suggests ensuring the campers have enough wood provided to them so that they don’t bring any here.
Campground: Campground closed.
COMMENTS FROM FLOOR:
Mark Connelly, Lot 277, asks what the procedure is for taking back a lot. Marv Richardson, Lot 551 states that after
Mrs. Obrecht was made chairman there were entries made into her personal website. Also commented that there
were people who did not want paid advertisements in the Birch Bark several years ago. Mr. Richardson also inquires
about who will determine fees, an individual or the board. Stated that he has received phone calls in regards to the
recent audit with concerns about what the period will be that the audit will review (President Perkins answers 2004
and 2005). Voiced concerns about people looking through deeds of members and that an officer of the board be the
one to do this in the future if there are any concerns. Kathleen Kozlowski, Lot 687, asks that everyone should respect
one another and to be more careful about how information is released in order to maintain the respect of those
involved. Tina Hayer, Lot 538, asks what the procedure is of changing a form letter. Questions whether a letter can be
changed after board approval. Mark Connelly, Lot 277, asks about the “Other” column versus the “Back
Assessments”. Feels the “other” column is not as much of a concern as the amount of back assessments that are
owed. Marty Perkins suggests that the process for obtaining these and property liens will be published so that
everyone will know how the procedure works. Anne Hobart, Lot 454, asks if there is a standard procedure once the lot
is taken back and feels everyone should be made aware of this procedure. Also, compliments Terry for an excellent
newsletter. Phyllis Willoughby, Lot 582, asks Dan Holzer why the motion was made to remove Chick Witchell as the
EPC Chairperson. (Dan responds that he felt that she has misrepresented White Birch and the Board) Tina Hayer, Lot
538, wondered when it was decided to send out the Birch Bark First Class (Mr. Perkins responds that this was
decided at the formation of the committee.) Brian Kozlowski, Lot 687, would like to remind the board that not only does
the board represent White Birch but also on a business level. Therefore, the Board needs to act on a professional
manner no matter what intentions a member may have. Janet Rose, Lot 28, offered White Birch some wood in her
yard for the campers. No one has gotten it yet. Matt Lucas, Lot 405, comments on bettering the security of White
Birch.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Received two bids to fix the pool wall. These consist of repairing damage underneath, new windows and installing a
one foot overhang on north wall. Discussion to the extent of damage and as to whether the entire wall needs to be
replaced or whether it can be repaired without removing it all. One bid suggests removing entire wall and the other
suggests repairing the existing wall. Motion made by Al Isaac and seconded by Scott Hayer to accept Hershberger
bid. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
Motion made by Scott Hayer and seconded by Marv Frayer to table issue of removing Chick Witchell from the EPC
until she returns. Original motion to remove Chick Witchell rescinded by Dan Holzer. Scott Hayer removes motion to
table motion. Mike Turner, Conservation chairperson, discusses proposed projects. Would like to educate White
Birch in matters of conservation. Timber Lake beach park needs improvements. Improvements suggested for beach
sand in swim area and for a more defined swimming area with buoys, and rafts. General maintenance and
improvements such as bike racks, replace picnic grills, reduce erosion by grading drive and rock removal. Also the
parking area needs posts to designate the area to park in. A porta-potty should be placed at Timber and Holiday Lake
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at least temporarily to determine usage. These would be cleaned once a week by the people they are rented from.
These would be seasonal and placed and removed by the company as well. Lakes should have E Coli testing to
determine whether the area is safe for swimming. This should be done once a month. Garbage cans should be placed
where people fish and at the parks in order to prevent the garbage that is always left at these areas. Discussion from the
floor about the amount of things that get destroyed by members. Also about the importance of these things that are
proposed by Mike. Further discussion about the stairs and improvements to accessibility. The beach sanding will be the
only item that requires a DEQ permit. Discussion of the cost and budget. Motion made to accept proposal as a master
plan for Timber Lake by Scott Hayer and seconded by Dave Conley. Motion failed. Motion made by Dan Holzer and
seconded by Ken Passage to accept the proposal as a package as it is listed by Mr. Turner with an adjustment to the
proposed budget of $4,500.00. Motion carried.
Motion made by Scott Hayer and seconded by Marv Frayer to maintain current assessments. Motion carried.
Motion to approve 2006-2007 budget by Scott Hayer and seconded by Marv Frayer.
Marty Perkins entertains a motion to have a public meeting for the budget.
Scott Hayer withdraws his motion to accept the budget.
Motion for public hearing for the budget made by Ken Passage and seconded by Dave Conley.
st
Meeting to be held on January 31 at 7:00. Motion carried.
Ratification of Christmas bonuses to employees. Ratification carried.
Marty Perkins reads the procedure of the By-Laws for the handling of property liens and sales. Discussion as to the past
practice of the handling of these properties. Mr. Perkins suggests that any property transactions that come to the office
should come in front of the board. Motion made by to appoint Gail as executer in signing properties after bringing it in
front of the board. Seconded by Marv Frayer. Motion carried. Priscilla asks what properties these will entail. Marty
Perkins explains that this won’t change those circumstances in which a policy exists such as liens but rather that the
board be informed of any decisions regarding all other property transactions.
Suggestion to set fees for classified ads at $15.00 a month for a business card size ad. Motion to accept this suggestion
for fees by Ken Passage and seconded by Dave Conley. Motion carried. Discussion that this may need to be adjusted at
a later time accordingly.
Motion to adjourn made by Al Isaac and supported by Dave Conley. Motion carried.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Removal of trees is not forestry, it is land conversion. Urban sprawl and urban
splatter are deforestation, not forestry.
Forest management requires forest regeneration, improvement of standing
trees, and harvest for wood products. This cycle can continue indefinitely, thus
the renewable and sustainable elements of forestry.
Without this cycle, our forest resources will not likely be able to satisfy current
and future demand. Wood is an essential and vital raw material for our society.
Tom Cook
MSU-Extension, UP Forestry Research Center
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Return Service Requested

White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
does not endorse and is not responsible for products and/or services advertised in the newsletter.

ADVERTISE IN THE BIRCH BARK
To advertise in the Birch Bark, please call 5883338. Please note that ads are not automatically
renewed and payment must be made prior to listing.
Advertising Rate
Business Card Size

$15.00 per month
th

Fees and Ads must be submitted by the 15 of
each month preceding the next issue. Business cards
must be “copy-ready” or clear enough for clean
scanning. Please make checks payable to White Birch
Lakes Recreational Association and to the attention of
The Birch Bark for accounting purposes.

FACILITIES RENTALS or SCHEDULING
EVENTS
To rent the facilities or to schedule an event, please
contact the clubhouse or manager at (989) 588-2853.


Contracted REALTORS for
White Birch Lakes Recreational Association
owned properties

Alan H. Reiss and Charles R. Gaskill
Associate Brokers
989-588-9621
800-642-3708
Fax: 989-588-4949
www. reissrealestate.com
575 East Main St.
Farwell, MI 48622

POSTING TO COMMUNITY CORNER
Please contact Marilyn Lesperance after 1:00pm at
(989) 588-2184 or email: L02277@peoplepc.com

POSTING TO EVENT SCHEDULE
Please contact Toni Passage at (989) 588-2483 or
email: tonik45@hotmail.com

POSTING RECIPES or CLASSIFIEDS
Please contact Terry Obrecht after 1:00pm at (989)
588-0347 or email: tmobrecht@ejourney.com

Please submit all articles for the “Birch Bark” newsletter no later than the Friday following the monthly
board meeting. Articles can be addressed to the Communications Committee and dropped in the mailbox
under the bulletin board at the clubhouse, mailed to the office or emailed to: kpassage@hotmail.com or
tmobrecht@ejourney.com
12

